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RESPONSIBILITY IN UFO RESEARCH 

(Guest Editori al by Mark Moravec) 

Ufologists deal with people - people who report their UFO experiences; and fellow research­
ers with whom they exchange their findings. Given this situation, how should the UFO 
investigator conduct his investigation? What responsibility does he have towards the UFO 
witness? And what responsibility does he have to his colleagues in UFO research? 

Let us first look at the ufologist's ethical responsibility to the witness. The 
first and most important consideration is the rights and well-being of the witness. This 
means looking at such questions as: Will the witness give his permission to be interviewed? 
Does the witness want his name to remain confidential? Should children who have had a 
traumatic close encounter be involved in an in-depth investigation? What attention should 
be paid to that minority of UFO witnesses who might be psychologically disturbed? Is it 
advisable to have a close encounter witness undergo hypnotic age regression, and if so, 
what procedures should be followed? What precautions should the investigator take to 
prevent his own beliefs about UFOs from unduly influencing the witness and his testimony? 

Ethical issues are particularly important in cases where a person has undergone a 
traumatic close encounter. A distraught person's first need is for someone to help calm 
them down. Scientific probing of the percipient's experiences comes later and need not 
negate empathy and reassurance. Whilst the UFO investigator is quite justified in present­
ing his case for a scientific investigation of the witness' UFO experience, it is ultimately 
up to the witness to decide how far he will participate in the investigation. And that 
decision must be respected. 

Secondly, the ufologist also has a responsibility to other UFO researchers. For there 
to be progress in UFO research, there must be effort and honesty in documenting reports, 
a free and open exchange of information, and a respect and open-mindedness towards the 
reasonable ideas of others. Investigation of an interesting UFO report requires more than 
an interview of the witness. It requires documentation of the details, an honest appraisal 
of all possible explanations, and the dissemination of a written report. The circulation 
of written reports to interested researchers is an essential part of the free and open 
exchange of information between ufologists. 

Finally, we must recognise the diversity of viewpoints in ufology. In a subject where 
there are few scientifically verified facts and patterns, most ideas and hypotheses are 
open to challenge. People being people, criticism of one's own ideas is sometimes misinter­
preted as a personal attack. And on the other hand, unjustified attacks on a person's 
character are no substitute for constructive criticism. Ufology, thus far divorced from 
the entrenched conservatism of mainstream science, has the potential for breaking new 
ideas and new scientific paradigms. Free debate should be encouraged, not stifled. 

Fortunately, most Australian researchers {notably those associated with the Australian 
Centre for UFO Studies} maintain a responsible attitude to both the witnesses they interview 
and to their colleagues in UFO research. But any exceptions should be of concern. I suggest 
a code of ethics in UFO research be recognised and adopted. It can only result in greater 
esteem and respect in the eyes of both the public and science. 
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NEW ZEALAND REVIEW 
BY JOHN KN A P M A N  

(UFORAN Corresponden t New Zeal and) 

During the morning of January 2 6 , 1 9 8 2 , four 

men working at Christchurch International 

Airport in New Zealand witne s s ed a no cturnal 

light " ( whos e )  s i ze coul d  be compared to a 

2 cent piece he ld at arms length , but may 

have been a large obj ect at a greater height 
or a smaller ob j ec t  quite low . Whi l s t  ob­
s e rving i t  ( Mr Squire ) noticed that cloud ap­

peared to pas s  between ( hims el f )  and the ob­

j ect whi ch ( would) put i t s  height above the 
c loud base" . ( The Meteoro logical Of fice 
Weather Report noted : " 5  a . m .  - C loud Cover : 

Ligh t  rain for 10 , 000 met res . Wind Speed : 

0 80 at 7 knots for 30 ki lometres " ) . 

The ob j ect was first s een approaching 
f rom the south- east and was described by 
all four witnes ses as being as large as a 

basketball with a central core o f  "white 
light so bright ( the ) obj e ct could have 
been in or above the c loud and s t i l l  be 
s een " . This intense white light whi ch one 

witness likened to " a  very bright las e r "  

was s urrounded b y  a d i fused halo o f  glowing 
orange l ight . 

-Pulsating 

orange 

glow 

'As viewed above me' 'As heading away from me' 

Mr Lindsay Squire's diagram 

Mr Bob Mulhol l and was the first of the 

four witnes s e s  to not ice the ob j e ct - he 
was loading c argo and che cked his watch at 
4.49 a . m .  when he happened to look towards 

the h i l l s  and noti ce d  the ob j ect " because 
o f  its b rightnes s " .  Mr Mulho l land drew the 
attention of his three workmates to the 
l ight and turned o f f  his forkli ft . 

Mr Stuart McConn e l l  was loading a frei­

ghter a i rcraft when he was cal led to obs erve 
what he a t  f i r s t  took to be a " s tar " . How­
eve r , as the obj ect approached its apparent 

s i ze was obs erved to be three o r  four t imes 

larger than a s tar and it " did not appear 

to accele rate l ike mos t  obj ects ( but went 

from s top to go to s top ins tantly like a 

beam of l ight be ing turned on (because its ) 

speed was so qui ck " . 

Mr Gerald Coward j oined Mr McConnell and 

Mr Mulhol land and also witness ed the noctur­

nal l ight perform a s eries of manoeuvers and 

e rratic z ig- zags . 

Finally , the attention of Mr Linds ay 
Squire s , who was driving a forkl i ft , was 
drawn to the obj ect . He turned o f f  his en­

gine and l ights and j oined his three col­
leagues on the tarmac where they s tood 
watch ing the " intense white light surrounded 
by a puls ating orange ring " . Mr Squires 
noted : " H aving had s even years experience 
with the airl ine , I could tell that the ob­

j ect I was obs e rving was not moving nor l i t  

l ike any conventional a i rcraft " . 

All four witnes ses agree the ob j ect ap­

proached f rom the south-east and came to 

hover above them be fore moving back towards 

the south-east at " extreme " speed and making 

a final semi- ci rcular approach towards the 
wes t  during whi ch it again hovered above 

the witne s s es and puls ated . When the ob j ect 
completed i ts final s emi-ci rcular approach 

towards the wes t  it hovered for some time 
be fore ascending s traight up and immediately 

vanishing - the duration of the s ighting was 
fourteen minutes . Although the ob j ect was 
des c ribed as hovering at no time was it com­

pletely s t i l l . 

ff!� 
Mr Stuart McConnell's diagram 

The Airport Control Tower was cal led after 

the excitement died down but nothing was ob­
served , e i ther visually or on radar , by the 

duty o f f i ce r . l  
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NEW ZEALAND REVIEW 

The following C lose Encounter of the Th ird 
Kind was witnes s ed by a mother and son both 

of whom wish to remain anonymous ,  there fore , 
we shall refer to the witnesses as Mrs T 
and Mr T .  

Mrs T ,  a respected res ident of Chris t­
church is an hones t  and inte ll igent 82 year 

old . Her son , who is also we ll respected 
in the communi ty, has a sma l l  farm on the 
south s ide of Dunedin . The countryside in 
this area con s i s ts of rol l ing h i l ls with 

neighbours seldom being c loser than a half 

mi le to each other . 

The event occurred at 6 . 1 5  p . m .  on the 
evening of July 1 1 , 19 8 1 , while Mrs T was 

s topping with her s on on his property . *  

Mrs T retired early intending to have an 
early night , however ,  when she entered her 

bedroom she s aw a very bright l ight shining 
through the window . Going to the window 

Mrs T observed a footbal l  shaped object in 
an adjacent paddock wh i ch was approximately 

the s i ze of a compact car . 

This object , which glowed and pulsated , 

had a light on i ts lower hal f which was as 
bright as a searchlight . Two entities were 
c l early visible within the craft , one ap­
peared to be pi loting from a clear " glass " 

cabin in the nose whi l s t  the other was s tan-

* Ed i tor ' s  note : This case was reported to 
John Knapman on November 2 9 , 1 9 8 1 . 
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"Glass" 
Tube 

ding in a c entral " glas s "  tube which exten­
ded beyond the top of the craft , this being 

was us ing an instrument whi ch resemb led a 
telephone . Both entities were dres s ed in 
grey coveralls , had white skin and no hair . 

The obj ec t  emitted neither sound nor smell 
and was approximately 80 metres from Mrs T 

in the south - a s econd smaller object was 

vis ible in the distance , also in the south . 

Mrs T cal led her son who came to the 
window and observed the object for approxi­

mately six minutes be fore telling his mother 

to go to bed and tell no-one what she had 
seen . 

Mr T went to bed but his mother spent 

the next eight hours watching the two ob­

jects manoeuver about the fields and sky; 
they decended , hovered , changed direction , 
as cended , even vibrated , in a random manner 

throughout the night - many of these man­

oeuvers were performed at great speed . Mrs 

T eventual ly lost s ight of the obj ects 
when they ascended " stra ight up" . 

The objects were viewed on a c lear cloud­
les s night , and did not leave a dis cernible 
physical trace . 

Unfortunate ly neither Mrs T or her son 
had a camera , however , Mr T has confirmed 

that he also witnessed the two obj ects , but 

is extremely anxious to avoid publicity and 
the pos s ibil ity of ridicule and , there fore , 
does not wish to pursue the subject . 



A PROPOSAL fOR A Nt:TWORK LINKING THt: INfORMATION Rf:SOURCt:S 

Of AUSTRALIAN UfO GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS 
by 

John Prytz 

PART orm: 
Group/Individual Co-Operation and the Concept of a Network. 

Throughout the world there has been an historical trend from the "simple" to the 
"complex" which has cut across all areas of knowledge and human society. Further, 
that trend is increasing at an even faster rate. Politics and government; the Jaw; 
economics; science and technology; the social sciences, etc., and the issues central 
to and confronting those fields, are increasingly less comprehensible not only to out· 
siders, but to those considered experts in those fields. Thus, all policy, research, and 
development organisations, whether international, national or local; formal or infor· 
mat find it increasingly difficult to function at their ideal levels. 

Ufology in general and Australian ufology in particular (for purposes of this paper) 
is not isolated from the world at large. Ufology too is faced, through no fault of its 
own, with an ever-widening complexity gap between what it would like to do and its 
ability to do it. How has Australian ufology coped in terms of retaining the status­
quo or even in narrowing the gap, and what can it do in the short term to further off· 
set the evolution of the "complexity" syndrome? 

One response has been the efforts to improve the effectiveness of UFO groups 
through central co-ordination via the Australian Centre for UfO Studies (ACUFOS) and 
internal reform of their procedures and methods. For example, the establishment of 
"annual" UFOCONS; and ACUFOS committee system to consider complex issues sur· 
rounding UFO entity reports, UFO physical trace cases, photographic evidence for 
UfOs, or UfO ranking schemes; the establishment of UfORAN; UfOCAT, which con· 
tains UFO reports in a centralized computer data bank, etc. 

But improvements and reforms such as these may not be enough. UFO groups/in· 
dividuals are faced with increasing quantities of information to digest - even a 
decade ago, world-wide, within the broad fields of science and technology, roughly 
500,000 PAGES of reports, journal articles and books were produced EVERY MINUTE 
-and have relatively static resources of finance, capacity and time. To enable UFO 
groups/individuals to meet the many commitments on their finance, time; to think 
through issues and ideas; to come to grips with various proposals and to try to assess 
alternative approaches to complex problems requires more than the status quo. 

These issues are now particularly relevant as UFO groups/individuals tackle the in· 
creasingly complex issues involved in ufology, most of which require detailed 
knowledge central to other areas of social, biological and physical science, which 
have arisen in recent times. For example, the Imagery Theory is a case in point Have 
UFO groups/individuals the information resources at their disposal to assess matters 
such as this? Have the committee systems added to the pressure on our existing in· 
formation systems? 

Part of the crisis belongs to the "information explosion" and the almost impossi· 
ble task faced by UfO groups/individuals of being aware of the relevant material on 
any topic. What are the latest research findings? What ideas and/ or solutions have 
been tried elsewhere and with what success? What is the opinion on this issue? The 
"information explosion" has led to an information overload, and we have little 
knowledge of what is available, what form it is in, what the quality of it is, and where 
it can be found. 

UFO groups/individuals have, to varying degrees, attempted to provide 
themselves, usually on an ad hoc and informal basis, with expertise in the marshall· 
ing and organisation of information resources and it converting available informa· 
tion into a form and quantity which is directly relevant to the needs of those UfO 
groups/individuals and convenient for them to use. 

Several problems are apparent and have a bearing on the concept of a network: 
1. No single UFO group/individual in Australia is self-sufficient or could be self· 

sufficient in the information resources it commands or is available, yet ... 
2. The issues which confront many UFO groups/individuals are common to 

others and there is also frequent overlap between ACUFOS and group/in· 
dividual interests. 

3. Do we know what is or will be available? 
4. All to frequently no one group/individual knows what any other group/in· 

dividual already has. 
5. In this time of high information output, and high costs, are we duplicating 

our collective resources and maybe allowing a high percentage of relevant 
material to slip through our fingers? 

The 1980s are likely to be a period of rapid change. This will inevitably bring with 
it a degree of uncertainty, even of threat to traditional information structures. It will 
also be a period of challenge and a time for decision. The vital element in a period of 
change is the opportunity it presents to those with the vision to take advantage of it 
Thus, when we consider the ramifications of the basic observations mentioned 
previously and bearing In mind that the UFO groups/individuals have in common 
the goal to provide themselves with better access to information and a better overall 
distribution of information, we might ask what are the barriers, possibly institutional 
in character, which might check our progress. 

If UFO groups/individuals are to fulfil their own expectations, and the expecta· 
tions of other UfO groups/individuals, and effectively exercise the delegation given 
to them to select a relevant subset of all available documentation and to convert it 
into a directly usable form, the filtering process should be based upon access to a 
large data base. Co-operation between UfO groups/individuals in building the data 
base and in sharing the filtering process may be one of the major opportunities 
presented by the 1980s. 

Underlying such co-operation is the need for a shared use of common terminology 
or symbols with which to identify information and its element. Without a common 
language it will be quite impossible to draw from a common data base with any 
degree of accuracy. 

As independent units, UfO groups/individuals, like other special interest groups 
with relatively ftxed resources, find it difficult to achieve and maintain better 
research quality in the face of increasing pressures for research quantity. Often, 
research is rationed indirectly through limitations imposed by avatlable staff, funds, 
time, and information. The pursuit of information further cuts into the facets of time 
and funds. Through a network, and with the added benefit of the technology now 
becoming available for the provision of information services, much of this may 
change. For example, the major part of the costs of any computerised information 
system is not in the information itself but in storing it, searching for it, the transmis­
sion o data and reproducing hard copies. The shared use of the new technology with 
its benefits of decreasing unit costs of operation should enable UFO groups/· 
individuals to offer a better information service to other UFO groups/individuals at 
lower cost, than via the "chain parcel" manual/postal system. But whether through 
a manual, or technological system, it is almost certain that during the 1980s it will 
become cost beneficial for UfO groups/individuals to work together, to increase the 
availability of material to other UFO groups/individuals and to reduce the unit of 
costs of the participating UFO groups/individuals. 

One advantage for inter·UFO group/individual co-operation centres on the advan· 
tages to be gained in terms of collection building. On a national basis more titles 
would be acquired and at least one copy of many obscure works retained for research 
purposes somewhere in the country. Concurrently, development of a national 
catalogue make possible this collective use of information resources, in that we each 
would not only know what is available, but in what location(s) it can be obtained 
from. There are obvious benefits for individual UfO groups/individuals especially in 
terms of access to a greater range of resources. 

The push toward co-operation is apparent when individual UFO groups/individuals 
face rapidly rising costs and levels of demand on their research capacity. Co­
operation appears an attractive option especially if the elements of co-operative ac· 
tion are present These elements include: 

1. Co-operation is desirable when it benefits the UFO group/individual in· 
dividually and makes them more effective collectively. 

2. Each participating UFO group/individual must derive some benefit No in· 
dividual UFO group/individual can be expected simply to be co-operative. 

3. Co-operation must be seen as a voluntary act by each partner. 
4. Because benefits cannot always be precisely judged in advance, partners 

must be prepared to experiment and to take some risks. 

5. There must be a willingness to undertake objective appraisal of the co­
operative activities. 

6. The co-operative network must allow for the present state and Ie,gitimate 
aspirations of individual uro groups/individuals. All or most uro 
groups/individuals in a co-operative network may have special interests, 
needs, collections or strengths which may be part of their individual con· 
tribution to the network as a whole. 

7. There must be a willingness to implement common standards and practices 
in relation to the shared development of data bases in particular. 

Therefore, a co-operative network linking the resources of the UFO groups/· 
individuals of Australia, which would enable the available information resources to 
be used more effectively, increase the level of resources available, and reduce 
duplication of effort (and cost), would appear to have distinct advantages and 
deserve immediate consideration. 

A distinguishing characteristic of the proposed network from many others is that it 
would not be based solely on a common bibliographical data base and improved 
resource lending arrangements. The distinguishing feature would be the shared use 
of the information-filtering products referred to earlier. Significant service im· 
provements would be derived from the shared use of information searches and docu· 
ment evaluation when issues are common to more than one UfO group/individual. 
Computers will allow much of the information to be available in on-line data bases 
and the telecommunications network should enable fast information and document 
delivery, should the traditional paper and postal methodologies be considered inade· 
quate. 
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A PROPOSAL fOR A Nt:TWORK LINKING THt: INfORMATION R.r:SOURCt:S 

Of AUSTRALIAN UfO GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS 

PART TWO: 
A Network Scenario 

1.) The Information Needs of UFO Groups/Individuals: Information is needed for 
quality research, effective debating, the raising of appropriate questions, contribu­
tions to ACUFOS committees, supporting activities such as in public relations and 
media contact, effectively representing the interests of the group/individual, 
background knowledge, keeping up-to-date, etc. 

Information must be readily accessible, timely, concise, accurate, reliable, free of 
bias or partisan views (as much as is humanly possible and understandable). 

Information must be available on all ufological issues and capable of being selec­
tively used to support a point of view. It should be available in relation to both the 
facts and ufologists et.al. opinions about those facts, and accessible in a form which 
will allow the ufologist to keep up-to-date with their special interests. Information 
should often be in summary or digest form. 

Information analysis services are also desirable which will provide a pro and con 
analysis; assess, forecast and interpret developments in relation to ufological mat­
ters; present the benefits, costs and indirect effects of proposed action(s) on those 
matters; consider alternatives; and draw out the long-term implications. The ACUFOS 
committee system is a step in the right direction toward this sort of service. 

2.) The Sources of Information Available to UFO Groups/Individuals: There are 
many sources available most of which will supply information in considerable quan­
tities with little encouragement. This adds to the "information explosion" and the 
information overload under which many ufologists work. Major sources include the 
media, newspapers, radio, television, etc.; colleagues; Government Departments and 
official publications; debates, research papers, proceedings of UFOCONS, etc.; the 
public; professional organizations, academics, etc.; and of course the special and 
commercial publications such as books, journals, etc. 

Most of these sources meet some of the needs of ufologists some of the time, but 
would meet most of the needs most of the time if the sum total were integrated by 
the holders of these bits and pieces. Hence the need for special information services 
of, by, and for all of the various UFO groups/individuals and responsive to the par­
ticular needs of other UFO groups/individuals. 

UFO groups/individuals should be a principal source of information and research 
services on all subjects of interest and concern. UFO groups/individuals should have 
on tap information resources and provide an information service to others which is 
balanced, impartial, objective confidential (if need be), and available equally to all 
UfO groups and individuals that from part of the overall network. Ufology is such a 
highly specialized, inter-disciplinary, and yet "untouchable" subject that ufologists 
cannot rely on more traditional information networks and services, such as public 
and academic libraries, providing them the quality and quantity of data they need. 

3.) Problems Common To All UFO Groups/Individuals: Among the problems which 
are affecting the capacity of individual UfO groups/ individuals effectively carry out 
their role(s) are the growing complexity and raising of issues facing them which re­
quire the application of additional resources of staff, time, finance and resource col­
lections; the inability of any UFO group/individual to reach a point of relative self­
sufficiency in its collections and information resources; the rapidly increasing costs 
of printed and other resources; rapidly increasing levels of demand from UFO 
groups/individuals on their own resources and the resources of other UFO groups/­
individuals relevant to the needs for research, etc.; and the devellpment of ACUFOS 
(and perhaps internal group) committees. 

4.) The Solutions of the Technological Age: In common with many other organisa­
tions which are expected to face increasing levels of information acquisition, 
storage, retrieval and dissemination with relatively static resources, UFO groups/­
individuals can turn to technology. Existing and potential applications include 
automation of the group's! individual's routines associated with the acquisition and 
cataloguing of material; the management of periodical, document and book collec­
tions; use of on-line information retrieval from computerized data bases held on 
publicly accessible information networks in Australia and the United States of 
America. Telecom Australia's MIDAS satellite communication link makes access to 
the USA relatively cheap. ACUFOS could also have a central computerized on-line 
data base which UFO groups/individuals could plug into at cost. The design and 
creation of such a central· ACUFOS data base, perhaps on a computer, would consist 
of internal information resources (input from the various groups/individuals), in­
cluding indexes and abstracts to current periodicals, papers, etc. other technological 
applications include word processing equipment to facilitate text-editing and 
repetitive typing operations; monitoring of current affairs programs on radio and 
�levision plus news services (including telex and videotex information); maximum 
utilization of telecommunication systems; and applications of microform 
technology. 

Technical applications, in particular electronic ones, are highly useful, in par­
ticular to Australia, given this country's geographical isolation, large surface area, 
and small population density. 

Although UFO group/individual operations have had a 35 year history without 
much aid from the new technology, the cost of computers (for example) has fallen 
steadily during the past few years, so that mini or micro computers are now within 
the reach of just about all UFO groups and individuals. 

5.) A Co-Operative Network System: The concept of a co-operative or shared 
resource is pertinent because most UFO groups/individuals are on the threshold of 
coming to grips with the "information explosion" and information overloads; all UFO 
groups/individuals are dealing with some subject matter or forms of material in 
common with other UfO groups/individuals; each UfO group/individual is keen to 
learn from the experience of others, to develop the largest possible set of informa­
tion resources at the least cost and to avoid overlap and duplication of effort; and a 
resource-sharing network brings both individual and network-wide benefits. 
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There are many opportunities for joint activity including the prompt indexing of 
files from all UFO groups/individuals, digests of research done, abstracting of papers 
written, the shared indexing of periodical and newspaper material which is relevant 
to ufological affairs, and the building of tools which provide access to UFO reports 
and subsidiary documentation. 

A common thesaurus of terms appropriate to unfology is essential and work on its 
compilation should begin as soon as possible. 

A study by each UFO groupindividual of the needs they have in terms of informa­
tion resources, and their capacity to contribute to a shared system should be done 
promptly. 

The shape of the network may resemble a wheel. 

N.S.W. 
(Central Coast)

-

Queens I and-

Far North Queens I and-

@-ACUFOS 

-N.S.W. (South Cout) 

-South 
Austral la 

UFO 
Croups/ -0 

lndi vi duals 

This implies that each UfO group/individual will develop its own system and be 
dependent upon its own current files to a large extent. Files of older data can be 
stored centrally if desired, in either hard copy and/ or electronic form, and both the 
current and older files would be accessible to other UfO groups/individuals with 
blocks preventing access to confidential material. Similar sorts of arrangements 
would exist for journals, books, films, recordings. Perhaps all material older than say 
five years before the present date could be converted to microform, with each UFO 
group/individual having a full set, and ACUfOS holding in a central place the 
originals, at least for printed materials (and assuming problems of copyright can be 
solved). The same could be said for storage of printed material in electronic form. 
But whether stored in microform or in electronic form, the cost of printers must be 
weighed against the benefits of Australia-wide access, savings in storage space. etc. 
Items such as films, recordings, video-discs, etc. are another matter entirely. But pro­
blems aside for the moment, there are benefits which could offset these. Are the 
benefits worth the costs of the solutions to the problems? 

The benefits of the co-operative network would include access to much larger 
resource files; access to UfO group/individual indexes; increased capacity to expand 
services and research; possible increase in group/individual resources from informa­
tion pursuit and sitting to research; and with flexible planning and the gradual in­
troduction of new UFO groups/individuals and expanded involvement of other 
established participants there will be opportunities for sharing experiences other 
than through the currently methods of UFOCONS, writing articles, and exchanging 
letters. 

The costs will depend on the level of technology desired and on the scale of ser­
vices to be provided. 

PART THJmf: 
A Suggested Policy Statement Concerning the Development 
of A Network Between Australia's UFO Groups and/ or 
Individuals 

1.) ACUFOS accepts as a general goal the establishment of a co-operative network 
between the UFO groups/individuals in Australia in order to ensure that members of 
all groups and individuals have access to a full range of authoritative information in 
relation to their needs. 

2.) The adoption of this goal is seen as a necessary response to the rapidly increas­
ing costs of information resources and services; the increasing levels of demand for 
information resources and services which How from the higher expectations of UFO 
groups/individuals and the increasing range and complexity of the issues facing 
UFO groups/individuals; and the inability of any UFO group/individual to reach a 
point of relative self-sufficiency in terms of its collections and information resources. 

3.) In general terms, ACUFOS supports the establishment of a co-operative network 
because it believes that all participating UFO groups/individuals will benefit in the 
following ways: access will be provided to greatly expanded resources; indexes and 
other information tools will be specifically produced related to the interests of UFO 
groups/individuals; each UfO group/individual will have the opportunity to expand 
existing research and to devellp new and improved research, benefiting from the ex­
perience of others; and the rapid advances in computer and telecommunications 
technology will be introduced more rapidly than might otherwise be the case. 

4.) In adopting this goal, ACUFOS recognises that each UFO group/individual is in­
depent with its own priorities and aspirations. These must be protected within the 
network structure. 

5.) However, in areas where, by common agreement between the participants, the 
co-operative development of data basis is to be pursuid, ACUFOS is willing to assist 
in the development of common formats, standards and indexing language, and to 
use the common standards in data base creation. 



A PROPOSAL fOR A NETWORK LINKING THE INfORMATION RESOURCES 

Of AUSTRALIAN UfO GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS 

6.) Prior to a commitment to participate in any particular network project ACUFOS 
would wish to cany out studies to ensure that ACUFOS and UFO groups individuals 
will derive benefits. Where benefits cannot by fully assessed in advance ACUFOS will 
generally be prepared to accept an element of risk in relation to the success of the 
venture. Necessary approvals will be required from the ACUFOS Co-Ordinators. 

7.) ACUFOS reserves the right to refrain from participating in certain proposed net· 
work ventures where, following the detailed evaluation of the proposal. no direct 
benefit to UFO groups/individuals is to be derived. ACUFOS respects the right for all 
other partners to make similar decisions if they wish to do so. 

8.) ACUFOS would expect to participate in an on-going review of network opera· 
tions and in the long-term planning for its development. ACOFOS would undertake 
studies and research projects to assist network planning. 

9.) ACUFOS will, in all future projects, keep the interests of network partners in 
mind and keep them fully informed of plans and developments in all aspects of 
development. This applies in particular to technological developments. 

Conclusion: 
These are only some of my preliminary thoughts on the subject. The issues raised, 

specific problems, solutions/ options, costs/benefits, etc., will be detailed by· the 
ACUFOS committee delegated at UFOCON 6 to look into the matter in depth, and 
report back at UFOCON 7. Meantime, interested readers can make any submissions 
on this topic to the author at P.O. Box 1703, Canberra City, A. C. T. 2601. Australia. 

Where the Natural Meets the Supernatural 

A new concept has brought many physicists to the 
threshold of discarding all known theories of their 
science- or perhaps the science itself. 

The cause of the dilemma is known as a 'naked 
singularity', and the notion of its existence has been 
described as the ultimate crisis in physics. 

Professor Paul Davies, a Professor of Physics at 
the University of Newcastle Upon Tyne, described a 
singularity as 'a sort of non-place, such as at the 
eo-entre of a black hole, where all known physical laws 
and structure break down; where gravity is so intense 
that it literally tears time and space apart.' A naked 
singularity is the (posited) existence of such a non­
place outside a black hole. 

Professor Davies, a leading astrophysicist and 
author of many popular books on physics, including 
The Runaway Universe, said: 

'Gravity manifests itself in a warp of space and 
time, yet gravity can escalate without limit, smashing 
the barriers of space and time to bits. A singularity is 
an edge of space and time. 

'It is very worrying to the physicist if a singularity 
exists outside a black hole beacuse it represents a 
breakdown of known physics. It is unpredictable: the 
end of science as we know it because it could occur 
without prior causes. lt is the interface between the 
natural and the supernatural. 

'Different attitudes have been adopted: either we 
have to rewrite the whole of physics to take naked 
singularities into account - which is the most 
popular alternative - or we, must accept that even 
the physics we don't know will break down. 
'I believe in the former, and that the new physics will 
not be based on space and time - notions which are 
currently fundamental to our description of the 
universe. Space and time will be found to be made up 
of more primitive components. If we could see a 
naked singularity, we could see what space and time 
are made of.' 

Professor Davies said he took naked singularities 
seriously in that, even if they did not actually exist, 
they were possible in principle. 

'The sort of physics that gives rise to black holes 
also gives rise to naked singularities. Both occur with 
the collapse of an extremely compact, perhaps 
rapidly spinning star. Quasars have some of the 
features of naked singularities. If you take black 
holes seriously, you must" accept the possibility of 
naked singularities too.' 

Like black holes, naked singularities are 
consequences of Einstein's General Theory of 
Relativity which, Professor Davies said, contains 
within it the seeds of its own destruction (unlike any 
other theory of physics). 'It is as if the theory were 
saying "Look into me closely and I will show you 
how I become unworkable".' 

Because the notion of a naked singularity is so 
worrying to physicists they have formulated a so­
called cosmic censorship hypothesis. 'This is a pict­
uresque way of saying there can never be a naked 
singularity because such things are so awful. But the 
hypothesis clearly fails for the creation of the 
universe, because the 'big bang' theory of the origin 
of the universe is a type of naked singularity. 

An international expert on black holes and 
singularities, Professor Stephen Hawking of 
Cambridge University, believes that a naked 
singularity would spew out matter and radiation in a 
totally chaotic and unpredictable way - rather like 
white noise, Professor Davies said. 

J-:l��ever though a naked singularity could, by 
defmttJOn, destroy the orderly operation of the 
universe. its existence might actually turn out to be 
no wo

.
rse than that of a quasar- interesting, but not 

alarmmg. 
JVA University News 
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THE FEDERAL HYPOTHESIS 

B Y  W I LL I A M H. SPAULD I N G (Di rector of Ground Saucer Wa tch Inc . )  

With each new month of researchin� the Per­

Piexin� UFO Phenomenon more information and 

lo�ic is surfacin� to seriouslY consider 

that the CIA involvement with the subject 

is one that was established to Promote a 

Pro-saucer viewPoint rather than suPPress 
interest. The Federal HYPothesis is a con­

sPiracY theorY ori�inatin� from the basic 

covert oPerational technique of the intel­

li�ence a�encies. Prior to exPoundin� uPon 

the reasonin� of this relativelY new theorY 

and how/whY it could work, let's review 

what has transPired durin� the Past thirtY 

Plus Years. To the acknowled�ement of most 

UFO researchers the fol lowin� items are con­

sidered factual: 

1. 1947 is the concePtion date of modern­

daY UFO si�htin�s. 

2. The Air CorPs (predecessor to the Air 

Force> started its first in-a-series 

of investi�ative Pro�rams in 1948. 

3. The militarY investi�ations were Pri­

marilY established for a case bY case 

"studY" with a bi-monthlY caPsulation 

of the data with emPhasis on demo�ra­

Phic distribution, volume of incidents 

and a mea�er attemPt at Pattern reco�­

nition. 

4. ManY of the earlY documents from the 

�overnment reveal data that show most 

observations of this Phenomenon were 

over/near militarY installations. 

This could be a bad interPretation of 

data, void of si�nificance, as manY 

of the rePorts involved militarY Per­

sonnel who just haPPened to be near a 

base, due to their vocation. This 

leaves us with two questions - How 

manY civilians have had si�htin�s near 

a strate�ic installation/base, but did 

not rePort the incident; and were UFOs 

trueiY interested in the militarY stre­

n�th or PreParedness of this countrY 

as su��ested bY the UFO researchers? 

5. ManY of the documents from the intel-
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li�ence communitY relate to UFO ac­

tivitY in forei�n countries. Does this 

imPlY that we are dealin� with a �lobal 

Phenomenon or is it simPlY a matter of 

misinterPretations occurin� over for­

ei�n air sPace? Surely, if the United 

States can have close to 89% of al I the 

rePorted si�htin�s related to conven­

tional exPlanations, i.e., astronomi­

cal Phenomena/bodies, aircraft, bal­

loons, et al, then it is hi�hiY Prob­

able that misinterPretations can and 

have Permeated the entire �lobe. 

6. Most UFO data is emPirical, therefore, 

the event or the realitY of the event 

is based solelY on the unsuPPorted 

word of the witness<es>. Yet in manY 

instances, this tYPe of rePort is im­

mediately labeled "authentic" bY the 

Pro-UFO communitY based on a not-so­

indePth conversation with the witness. 

A question now arises concernin� be-

lievabilitY and Possible biased jud�e­

ment. Would the same investi�ators 

"believe" a rePort from the same wit­

nesses if theY had rePorted a conver­

sation with a �rouP of elves? 

7. AI I UFO data can not be identified as 

hoaxes, rare natural Phenomena or mis­

interPretations. It is too easY to 

stereotYPe al I incidents as identifi­

ables, as cate�orizin� is a violation 

of the scientific investi�ative method­

olo�Y consistin� of initial research, 

catalo�in�, testin� and final conclu­

sions. 

8. The investi�ations of UFO events bY 

both the civilian and militarY Present 

evidence of foul-uP. ManY cases have 

been imProPerlY investi�ated due to 

time, money, and most likelY the tech­

nique of the involved Parties. 

9. As earlY as �952 the CIA, with bless­

in�s from the National SecuritY Council 

CNSC>, took command of the entire UFO 

investi�ation. Documents reveal that 
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t h e  CIA diPlomat i cal I Y  conv inced t h e  

NSC t hat UFOs could have serious rami­

f i cat ions if used as a PsYcholo�i cal 

warfare weaPon and t hat a suff i c ient 

quant i t Y  of event s  have not been Pro­

PerlY exPlained bY t h e  exist in� inves­

t i�at ive effort s  of t h e U.S. A ir Fo r ce. 

10. The covert interPlaY of t he int el l i­

�en ce commun i t Y  couPled w i t h  t h e  feeble 

effort of t h e  A ir Fo rce lead manY c ivi­

l ian UFO researc h ers to "believe" t h at 

a massive consPiracY was existin� w ith 

t h e sole PUrPose t o  cover-uP v is i t a­

t ions f rom out er sPace. Was t h ere a 

del iberat e  cover-uP o r  were m isinfo r­

mat ion t ac t i cs bein� used to m is-direct 

t he bodY Pol i t i c ' s t h inkin� on t h e  sub­

j ec t ?  The lat t er is h i�hiY Possible 

to rat ional ize, on ce we can ful I Y  un­

derstand t he how ' s and whY ' s  and re­

member t h at t h e end alwaYs just ifies 

t he means in t he Ph ilosoPhY of t he 

int ell i�ence commun i t Y. 

11. To date, no dat a  Present ed rePresents 

v is i t at ions from outer sPace. Grant ed, 

t here are some unexPlained cases wh i ch 

aPPear extremelY b izarre, Yet t heY 

have not been ful I Y  invest i�ated t o  

aPPease t h e  PhYs i cal sc ien t ifi c met hod. 

12. The data aPPears t o  substant iate t h at 

a smal I residue of event s  are bein� 

caused bY a "real" Phenomenon/objec t 

o r  what seems l ike a rea l obje c t .  The 

stat ist i cal dat a  from the Air Fo rce 

durin� the closure of Projec t  Blue 

Book, states t hat less t han � of t he 

in c idents are "unknowns", wh ile t h e  

c iv il ian data banks Place t h e  f i�ure 

closer t o  8%. The true cal culat ions 

are most l ikelY somewh ere in between. 

13. S in ce few PhYs i cal exPeriment s  can be 

carried rut in t he I aborat o rY on UFO 

ev iden ce, t he hard-core s c ient ist can­

not st udY UFOs t h e  same waY t est in� 

could t ransPire on new med i c ines. 

14. Where is t he m iddle �round? The s c i­

ent ists exPlain t hat t he distan ces be­

tween t h e  stars are too vast for outer 

sPace connec t ions, Yet manY resear c h ­

ers o f  UFOs over-look t h is Point and 

refer to t h e  volume of unsolved events ! 

A re t heY bot h  half-ri�h t? 

15. UFO in c idents aPPea r to be cYcl i c, Yet 

new stud ies show t hat t he t heories al­

so h ave a Period i c i t Y  rate about t h em. 

For examPle, in t he earlY fift ies i t  

was t h e  stories o f  c rashed sauce rs, in 

t he s ixt ies it was t he abduc t ions and 

contacts. Now Years later we a re �o­

in� t h rou�h t h e  same sYndrome once 

a�ain w i t h  numerous c rashed saucer 

rumors. 

The Federal HYPo t h esis is a Plausible 

t h eorY and t h e  fol low in� is in accordan ce 

w i t h  t he bas i c  saucer fac ts, PreviouslY 

est ablished. 

How can i t  h aPPen? The Federal HYPot h e­

sis was not an idea in i t iated bY t h e  Govern­

ment w i t h  t h e  sole PU rPose t o  c reat e  a con­

SP iracY. From t h e  con cePt ion �f modern daY 

si�h t in�s t he rePo rts of t h ese unusual 

events Posed a real mYsterY to t h e  mil i t arY/ 

intell i�en ce exPerts. Th e in i t ial invest i­

�at ive at t emPts bY t h e  A i r  Force, v ia P ro­

jec ts Saucer & Grud�e ' tried to find an a 1 1 -
en comPass in� answer wh ile maintain in� se­

crecY on keY event s. In documented evidence 

from t hese "earlY" P rojects, t h ere are two 

imPo rtant i t ems - t h e  elusive saucers were 

not sPace sh iPs sent to Earth bY al ien 

Powers and t h at t h e  UFOs did not rePresent 

weaPons direc t ed bY a forei�n Power. 

Then, at some Point in t �e, most l ikelY 

P rior to 1952, t he fiYin� sau cer sYndrome 

�enerated a PoPular movement and t h e  intel­

l i�en ce commun i t Y  t hou�h t of "saucers" in 

a new waY. Th is new met hod of t h inkin� 

was to P romote, enhan ce and man iPulate t h e  

UFO story, rat h er t h an just PUbli clY OPPos­

in� t h e  ent ire subjec t .  Th e oPPosi t ion and 

debunkin� charact e r ist i cs were considered 

Passive resist an ce and a c t ual I Y  aided in t h e  

creat ion o f  a modern daY con troversY. 

The document s  now show t h at t he or�an i­

zat ion do in� t he invest i�at ion of saucer 

event s  was not t he same involved w i t h  t h is 

new t h inkin�, alt hou�h t he two P ro� rams 

Proceedes con currentlY. Fo r t he Federal 

HYPot h es is to work P roPerly, t h e  invest i­

�at ive �rouP was unawa re of t h e  covert or­

�an izat ion. Most l ikely t h e  clandest ine 

�rouP knew about, infiltrated and ut il ized 

t h e  invest i�at ion �rouP to just ifY "t hei r" 

�oals. 
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In manY documents obtained f rom the CIA, 

th rou�h usa�e of the FOIA <F reedom of In­

fo rmation Act>, there is sPecific mention 

of use of "fiYin� saucers" fo r PsYcholo�i­

cal PU rPoses. The fol lowin� scenario could 

have easilY t ransPired and included : 

A. The Inte l li�ence o r�anizations nu rtured 

the idea of a massive cove r-uP throu�h 

intentional leaks of hi�hiY classified 

rePo rts, investi�ations and conclusions. 

B .  The delibe rate funnelin� of misinfo rma­

tion �ene rated interest and was a �au�e 

of the PUblic ' s  reactions. 

c .  The encou ra�ement of the subject via di­

rect a�ent interface and indirect fund­

in� of certain sauce r o r�anizations, 

Publications and civilian researchers. 

D. The c reation of UFO hYsteria, we I ! ­

Publicized in P reviouslY released CIA 

documents, bY concoct i� events, PI aYin�­

UP rePorts f rom the �eneral Public and 

sta�in� sensational saucer encounte rs. 

The sta�in� refe rence includes close­

encounte rs-of-the-thi rd-kind bY witness 

maniPulation. The PossibilitY of a PsY­

cholo�ical manifestation accountin� fo r 

some of the rePo rted "contact" cases is 

ext remelY hi�h. How manY time s  have we al I 

hea rd a resea rche r saY that a sPecific 

close encounte r event was " real in the mind 

of the witness", althou�h there wasn ' t anY 

col labo ratin� evidence to S UPPo rt the oc­

cu rance. 

For this scenario to be effective, it 

would not require hundreds of consPi rato rs 

c reatin� hundreds of sauce r incidents. No r 

would it be necessa rY to cont rol/di rect the 

sauce r situat ion each and everY steP. The 

facts would be to the cont rary, ve rY little 

direct interference would be required. AI I 

that would be requi red would be the sta�in� 

and enhancin� of "sPecial" saucer claims 

and encounters and in the field of saucer 

research, it would be comParativelY easy 

due to the stron� belief in the extra-te r­

rest r ial hYPothes is based on a lack of 

Positive P roof to substantiate most sensa­

tional sauce r events. The sauce r unde r­

� round netwo rk of enthusiasts would take 

ca re of the rest. The resea rchers would 

sta rt with investi�ations of these "sPec ial" 

events, P Ublish their findin�s, then rumo rs 

1 0  

would be ci rculated. 

J ust a few sta�ed events would not onlY 

start renewed interest in the subject, but 

would �enerate dozens of new incidents. It 

is the domino effect ca r ried to the tenth 

Power. Thus, the total saucer situation 

may be comPosed of less than five Percent 

sta�ed events and the balance due to Pan­

demic commotion in the fo rm of PSYChic 

exPeriences, fantasies, m isinterP retations 

and outri�ht hoaxes. 

Scientific tests have shown that induced 

hYste ria is hi�hiY Possible and wo rks we I I 

with the P roPer stimuli. The body Politic 

of anY society contains a si�nifi cant P ro­

portion of distu rbed and su��estible indivi­

duals who wil I resPond to ideolo�ical stim­

uli in a most P redictable waY . The actua­

tion of these "su��estions" can be Perfo rmed 

remotelY. 

If and when UFO researche rs Ponde r the 

questions of �overnment maniPulation, theY 

wil I find indications of covert inte rven­

tion. Some sPecific incidents that deserve 

additional studY include : 

<a> The fo rmation of NICAP and its board 

members, who aPPea r to have ties to 

the intel l i�ence communitY. 

C b> The contact rePorts of the earlY 1950s 

and the resur�ence of this subject in 

the 1970s. 

C c> The abduction sYnd rome of the 1970s 

and the extreme interest bY the UFO 

o r�anization - APRO. 

Cd> The continual "leakin�" of UFO material 

to "keY" resea rchers. 

C e> The cYclic resur rection of the c rashed 

sauce r sto ries. 

UFO researchers a re hi�hiY suscePtible to 

cont rived maniPulations. Most ufolo�ists 

have continual I Y  denounced the info rmation 

theY inte rPret as official secrecy, Yet even 

GSW ' s Past Di recto r of Resea rch has jumPed 

at the chance to establish "sec ret" contacts 

with aPParentlY o fficial sou rces. This sit­

uation Poses some inte restin� questions : 

WhY was the ufolo�ists Picked as the Person 

to receive the "secret" info rmation? Who 

is the sou rce of information wo rk in� for? 
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What motives are behind the reasons fo r re­

l easin� the info rmation? A l so, whY are cer­

tain UFO research ers �iven information/ l eads 

on crashed saucer incidents? Answerin� 

these questions wi l l  certain l Y  Provide some 

of the missin� evidence in the bizarre sau­

cer mYsterY. 

Who is behind the saucer sa�a? Once 

a�ain, for the Federa l HYPothesis to wo rk 

the Persons behind such a movement can not 

ori�inate from a branch of the mi l itarY or 

a sin� l e  office from the inte l l i�ence com­

munitY. Documents show that the saucer 

storY transverses too many or�anizations 

and the su��estion of a massive �overnment 

bodY suPPortin� a consPiracY is too fa r­

reachin� and i l  l o�ica l .  However, a � rouP 

or sma l I comPonent of the CIA cou l d  easi l Y  

direct such an oPeration. Or Possib l Y  some 

other Private, Yet Powerfu l inte l l i�ence 

bodY cou l d  administrate a Pro�ram of con­

fusion. For this effort to be successfu l 

in their objectives, this �rouP must have 

a l iaison with oth er �overnment �rouPs. 

Whether or not, this consPi racY �rouP is 

from the CIA or other inte l l i�ence netwo rks, 

is not imPortant at this time. To show 

reason and PU rPose is the Point, Prio r to 

attemPtin� to find the �ui l tY. 

This �rouP wou l d  most l ike l Y  have the 

fo l l owin� objectives and motivations :  

i Concea l ment of secret �overnment Pro­

�rams and Projects such as nerve/�e rm 

warfare testin�, a cover for techno l o�Y 

advancement such as the stea l th air­

craft, effective l Y  hidden in manY of 

the UFO-radar cases, and diversion of 

Pub l ic/�overnment scrutinY of sPecific 

Po l itica l incidents bY creation of a 

ruse, i.e., a saucer event. 

ii PsYcho l o�ica l �ames for in-dePth study 

of the POPU l ous to certain stimu l i, i.e. 

to �au�e the thinkin�, reactions, ten­

sions, etc. with this tYPe of mind 

<contro l >  testin�. 

iii ManiPu l ate P Ub l ic oPinion bY sta�in� 

e vents such as the situation in Novembe r 

of 1957. Durin� this time Russia had 

successfu l I Y  l aunched sate I l ites that 

were orbitin� the � l obe and receivin� 

internationa l h ead l ines. This situation 

was enh anced due to the continue d  fai l ­

ure of the American Van�ard rockets . 

Within hours of a second successfu l 

Russian l aunch, UFOs aPPeare d  over 

Texas and New Mexico and immediate l Y  

"striPPed" the Russians of their � l orY 

and th e saucers became the h ead l ine 

toPic. ManY Persons "be l ieved" that 

the UFOs were from outer sPace because 

the Earth was on the b rink of sPace 

exP l oration and oth e rs thou�ht it was 

a l  I due to misinte rP retations because 

of our "sPace awareness". 

R e�ard l ess, the event was overwhe l min� 

and the bad Pub l icitY �enerated on America ' s 

fai l ures and Russia ' s  success was temPorari­

l Y  for�otten bY somethin� more newsworthY 

or at l east interestin�. 

To make these thin�s haPPen, the a�ents 

of the �rouP must act as a l ink between the 

"source" of the consPiracY and the sauce r 

researchers and certain media who are not 

offended bY oPen contact and co l l abo ration 

fo r "new" information P e rtainin� to the 

mYsterY. Most l ike l Y  the a�ent wou l dn ' t  

e ven know the rea l PUrPose behind the infor­

mation theY �ave to the receiver C s > .  The 

source of our Federa l HYPothesis wou l d  not 

be even interested in UFOs. Pra�matica l l y, 

the achievement of obtainin� the �oa l s  wou l d  

necessitat e that theY inte rface with th e 

Persona�e of the frin�e e l ements of ufo l o�y 

or those who are sYmPathetic to it. The Pur­

Pose of the Fede ra l HYPothesis is the main­

Point of which we must define. Sin ce the 

"be l ievers" of saucers a l  I have th eir own 

Pet theories ran�in� f rom oute r sPace to 

secret Earth weaPons, theY wil I h ave l itt l e  

aPPreciation for the PU rPose of the consPi­

racY. The fo l l owin� questions must be asked : 

How imPortant are fiYin� saucers? How im­

Portant is the saucer movement? How does the 

scientific communitY l ook at the Proof so 

far co l l ected bY the UFO research? 

Unfortunate l y, the answers in manY cases 

wi l I be ne�ative and the endeared subject is 

mere l Y  a means to an e l aborate conc l usion. 

It very we I I mi�ht be that UFO researchers 

have been unknowin� I Y  en�a�ed in a PsYcho­

l o�ica l exPeriment that has nothin� to do 

with the frontiers of resea rch . 

The reaction to the Federa l HYPOth esis, 

bY th e seasoned UFO researchers most assur­

ed l Y  wi l I be ne�ative. Both the Pro and 

anti-ufo l o�ists have sPent such an exorbitant 

amount of time Pursuin� the e l usive sauce rs 
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that most of them, inclu din� the writer, had 

to believe these efforts were of the utmost 

imPortance to mankind, science or monetarY 

�ain. The idle thou�ht that the search for 

truth-in-saucers was Part of a deliberate 

maniPulation wil I most likelY offend manY 

of the ParticiPants. 

The source behind the maniPulations m ust 

have exact reasons for the effort. The 

basic motivation for s uch an exercise there­

fore must be ideolo�ica l and Possib l Y  sin­

ister. BY creatin� and enhancin� certain 

beliefs, the establishment of PUblic res­

Ponses could be tri��ered, bY Parties twice 

removed from the susPect, under sPecific 

conditions and/or conditionin� ! 

What could be some of the exact reasons 

for a maniPulative effort? Consider the 

fo I I owin�: 

A. Social control to shaPe socia l attitudes 

to "direct" P ublic oPinion. 

B. Real-time testin� of our national defen­

ses - to analyze reactions of sYstems 

and personnel. 

c .  Germ/nerve w arfare testin� via the catt l e  

m ut ilations - to check both the effect< s> 

of substances in demo�raPhic environments 

and the PsYcholo�ical resPonses of the 

PUblic, bY creation of a mysterY to 

"cover" the rea l modus oPerandi. 

D .  A cover for rocket testin�, fired across 

state l ines over POPU l ous areas. Some 

of these tests a l readY have been mis­

interPreted or de l iberatelY falsified 

to create the "aura of crashed saucers". 

E. Techno l o�Y develoPment and a means to 

cover or hide advanced sYstems such as: 

remote drones, "invisib l e" aircraft, 

unusua l  airfoils, etc. As an examPle, 

a "�ood" UFO event w as �enerated due 

to one of the above and l eft as an "un­

identified" in the official files to hide 

the source/cause. This does not imPlY 

that the investi�ative bodY was involved 

in a cover- up, it onlY Points to a rea l 
Pos sibilitY of an " unknown" not bein� 

ProPerlY identified bY the control I in� 

�rouP in an effort to keeP their cover. 

F. A sta�ed event used as a PsYcholo�ical 

test to �ath er data on the resPonses to 

1 2  

mind cont ro I • 

G. Political manoeuverin� - to offset a 

Political situation or crisis esPecia l I Y  

in a forei�n country. 

H. To further sh aPe the PUblic attitudes and 

concePtions concernin� economic and fo­

rei�n PolicY issues. This Portion of the 
maniP ulation would be Predicated on the 

need of the authorities to contain the 

actions and ideas of th e citizens. 

As history has Proven, even at the time 

of this writin�, a Percenta�e of anY �overn­

ment ' s  PoPulation wil I not be satisfied with 

conventional Phi l osoPhY and will seek non­

conventiona l movements/thou�hts. ExamPle: 

The Woman ' s  Lib movement for the develoPment 

of unisex status, the PUrPorted OPPression 
in Po l and for less socialistic control over 

jobs and lives etc. I f  �overnment control 

of some tYPe does not interfere, then these 

individ ua l s  maY become a st ron� anti-estab­

lishment force. 

Mana�erical I Y  sPeakin�, th e best method 

to stop these movement s, is not to eradicate 

it. Rather than use a bi� stick and "beat 

the do�", offer stron� encoura�ement and 

control the si tuation bY non-forciblY shaP­

in� the belief, and if the belief is aerial 

Phenomena, then don ' t total I Y  stoP the idea, 

but use it for Your end �oals and benefit. 

Other UFO research ers are lookin� into 
the question of a �overnment consPiracY and 

it is becomin� more Plausible each Year. 

Each time we re�ress b ack to the outersPace 

visitor hYPothesis all of us make "bi�" 

assumPtions that we have the "bi�" Proof. 

We tend to study the means and PUrPoses of 

these visitations and overlook the asPects 

of the belief. I f  aliens are visitin� Earth, 

how does one lo�icaiiY exPlain the lack of 

Positive contact, the absence of evidence 

and whY someone or thin�, wou l d  travel the 

vast distance of sPace to onlY covertlY sur­

veY the P l anet? If the �overnment has ab­

solute Proof of fiYin� saucers, whY are theY 

hidin� the facts? Could it be the truth 

about aliens is hideous? Is Bi� Brother 
Protectin� us from a sinist er evil? If the 

readershiP has the answers to t hese questions 

then the Federa l HYPothesis wil I fal I bY the 

waYside and be discarded forever. 

However, t his writer is of the oPinion 
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t ha t  t he Federal HYPothesis wil I onlY re­

trea t when t he forces behind the �ame have 

met t heir objec t ives. To objec tively fina-

lize t he studY of t he consPiracY t heory , a 

newer d �ension of inquirY into t he sauc e rs 

is necessitat ed. The out lined reasons mus t 

be further studied for their social , and 

t echnolo�ic al content and further scientific 

research into t he imPlications of t he "fly­

ins saucer belief" sYst em is warranted and 

absolut elY necessarY.I 

� COPYR I GHT: G.S.W. I n c . ,  1981 . 

forum 
GOT SOMETH I NG TO SAY? 

Say it i n  FORUM i n  5 0 0  words o r  less . 

Construct ive criticism and dis cuss ion 

is we l comed and wi l l  be pub l ished when­
ever space permits . - Ed . 

ORGAN I SAT I ON FOR S C I ENT I F I C EVALUAT I ON OF AER I AL PHENOMENA < OSEAP ) 

A new organisation has been formed in the Un ited Kingdom whi ch is composed o f  a small number 
of regi onal organisations and wi de ly di spersed individuals who strive to look at the UFO 

phenomena c learly through the evolvement of a sys tem of inves tigation , research and eva lua­

tion that is both s cienti f i c  and pract ical . 

Towards th is end MAPIT , FUFOR and Anthony P a ce have amalgamated into the Organis ation 

for S cient i f i c  Evaluation o f  Ae rial Phenomena .  The respective pub l i cations " Skywatch " , 

" UFO Ins ight" and " J-Tap " wi l l  be superseded by two pub l i cat ions wh ich wi l l  appear twice 
yearly : 

The " OSEAP Journa l "  wi l l  re flect OSEAP ' s  s cient i f i c  aims and research achievements . 
This Journal wi l l  be co-edited by Mark Tyrre l l , David Rees and Anthony Pace . 

The compan ion pub l i cat ion to the OSEAP Journal wi l l  be the " Centre Update " which wi l l  
con s i s t  o f  book rev�ws , abs tracts of important articles from other j ournals and a complete 

rundown , for res earchers , o f  material rece ived at the OSEAP Resource Centre . This pub l i ca­
t ion wi l l  be compi led by David Rees . 

For further in formation contact : OSEAP Resource Centre , 9 2  H i l l cres t Road , Stockport 
SK2 5SE , Cheshi re , U . K . - Ed . 

UFO RESEARCH PUBLICITY BOARD 

S ince its inception in October , 1 9 8 1 , the UFO Re search Pub licity Board has been active ly 

corresponding wi th the me di a in response to accurate and inaccurate coverage of UFO events . 

To-date the media have been ve ry respons ive and , for example , the Board has succeeded 
in having an important retraction pub l ished . Also , certain j ournal ists , when taken to task , 

have greatly improved the s tandard o f  the i r  mate ria l .  

Likewise the Board has written to newspapers and magaz ines with a high standard o f  
UFO j ournal ism and expres sed the ir apprec iation . 

Any enquiries about the funct ion and activit ies of the UFO Res earch Publi city Board 
can be addressed to : PO Box 2 2 9 , P rospe ct , South Australia 5082 . - Ed . 
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INTRODUCT ION 

On Monday morning , January 1 1 , 1 9 8 2 , I 
arrived at the Rus s e l l  Offices o f  the Dep­
artment of Defence , in Canberra , to under­

take a review of the RAAF/Department of 
De fence UFO files . 

This was the first t ime that a civi lian 
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researcher had been af forded this sort of 

access . 

For almost thi rty years , the RAAF has 
been the official body inves ted wi th the 

respons ibi lity of investigating reports of 
UFOs or unusual aerial s ighting ( UAS ) re­

ports in Aus tral ia and its territories ( 1 ) . 
No c lear and unambiguous picture has emerged 
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about the role the RAAF plays in the UFO 
controversy in Aus tra l i a . 

On one hand there are supporters o f  the 

" cover-up "  s cenario . That is , the RAAF 
is cover ing up its h igh level involvement , 

perh aps in concert with the al leged United 

S tates Air Force censorship conspira cy ( 2 )  . 

On the other hand , we have the pos it ion 

that suggests that the RAAF is bureaucrat­
ically locked into a respons ibi l i ty i t  has 

long s ince dec ided is a waste o f  t ime , but 
continues as a s ervice to the general publ i c. 

The only pub l i c  record o f  case investi­
gations by the RAAF has been the " Summaries 

o f  Unusual Aerial Sight ings " .  Thes e  con­

s is t  of date , t ime , location , very brie f 
details o f  the event and " poss ible cause " .  
Nine o f  these were produced , covering the 
years f rom 1960 up to and including 19 7 7 . 
However ,  the 19 7 7  Summary was the last to 
appear and it was not unti l  1 9 80 that the 
Department of De fence advised interested 

parties that " the practi ce of compi l ing 
annual summari es of UAS reports was discon­
tinued i n  1 9 78 . Thi s  was i n  l ine wi th the 
Department of Defence pol icy of the RAAF 
now i nves ti ga ting reports purel y as a 
' servi ce to the general publ i c ' . Al l re-

ports are sti l l  retained for record pur­
poses and are a va i l abl e to whoever seeks 
access to them" . ( 3) 

Howeve r , " ac c es s " did not mean direct 

acces s , but instead re ferred to the o ften 
unpredi ctable and incomplete compliance to 

reque s ts , with the despatch of individual 

reports ( in whi ch the personal detai ls o f  

witnes s es are normally deleted) and/or s tan­
dard pub l i c  re lation repl ies . 

PART 1 - GETT I NG ACCESS 

Des irous o f  obtaining a better unde r­

standing o f  the RAAF ' s  role I s e t  about try­

ing to ach ieve dire ct acce s s  to their UFO 
f i le s . Howeve r ,  i t  took quite s ome tome to 
b ring this s i tuation to f ruition . 

I eventua lly received the kind o f  res ­

pons e  I was working towards in a letter 

from Mr W. Smither , of De fence Pub li c  Re­

lations ( Ai r  O f f i ce ) , dated S eptember 1 5 , 
1981 . 

I t  stated that " the posi tion tha t norm­
a ll y  dea l s  wi th UAS reporting has been 

vacant for sometime . For thi s  reason un­
fortuna tel y your l e tters have remained un­
answered . 

"In your l e t ter you requested access to 
the RAAF UAS fi l es at some conveni en t  time 
in Canberra . Whil e  i t  i s  true tha t the 
RAAF has nothing to hide on UAS i n  i ts 
fil es , you mus t  apprecia t e  tha t retri eval 
of the fi l es ,  some from archi ves , i s  a time 
consuming process and i s  one which we wou l d  
prefer no t t o  d o  tha t often . Consequen tl y  
we are prepared t o  a l l ow you a review of 
the fi l es as the offi ci al representa t i ve of 
your organisation . The sol e reason for 
insis t i ng on onl y  one vi si t from your organ­
isa ti on i s  to remove the possibil i ty of 
mul t j pl e  requests whi ch we would ,  in a l l  
probabi l i ty ,  have t o  refuse purel y through 
workl oad commi tments in o ther area s " . 

After further communication , Mr Smither 
sent me a letter dated October 6 ,  19 8 1 : 

" Confirming our tel ephone conversa tion 
of toda y ' s  da te , i t  woul d be acceptabl e for 
you to vis i t  thi s Department between 1 1  -
1 5  January , 1 982 , as requested . 

"Squadron Leader Ian F:rame , who i s  res­
ponsibl e for the compil a tion of UFO sight­
ings , wi l l  be on l eave , bu t he wi l l  make 
arrangements to have a l l  unclassifi ed fi l es 
ava i l abl e for you to study " . 

In a detailed acknowledgement dated 

December 3, 19 81 , I provide d  "a l is t  of my 
expecta tions of a val i d  revi ew of the RAAF/ 
Department of Defence UAS (UFO) fi l es " . ( 4 ) 

PART 2 - I NS I DE 

On Monday , January 11 , 1982 , after s ign­

ing in at the police desk , I was es corted 
from Building A to Bui lding C of the Rus sell 
Of fices Defence complex in C anberra , by 
Mr Noe l Tanswel l  of De fence Pub l i c  Re lations 

- Res earch Pres s . 

In the of fice o f  the Directorate o f  Pub­
lic Re lat ions - P re s s  Section , Mr Tanswell , 
showed me the files that had been made 

availab l e . There were 18 all together . 

Four were given to me to examine f i rs t . 
Mr Tanswe ll explained that while all the 

UFO f i les were now unc l as s i fied , these were 

still stamped with clas s i fied des ignations . 
Two were Enqui ry files classi fied as 
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CONFI DENTIAL and the other two - Reports o f  
Sight ings files - were des i gnated RESTRICTE� 

( 5 )  According to Mr Tanswe l l , bureaucracy 
had not caught up with de c l as s i fied activ­

ities . Howeve r ,  rout ine s ecurity with in 
the bui lding required fi les with classi fied 

des ignations to b e  placed under lock and 

key , when not in use or under authori sed 
inspe ct ion . 

No s uch res triction was appl ied to the 

other 14 f i les , which cons iste d  of 9 s ight­
ings files and 5 enquiry files . 

I was shown to a desk in a quiet corner 
by a window , wh i ch looked out into the res t  

o f  the Rus s e l l  O f f i ces complex . During 

that day and for the next 3 ( the latte r in 
the o ff i ce of the Dire ctor of Pub l ic Re­
lations , the di rector be ing on leave ) I 
conducted an exhaustive examination o f  the 

RAAF UFO f i les . I was given free acce s s  

to a photocopier and was al lowed to make 
notes , both written and with a tape record­

er . In short , I was pe rmitted a complete ly 

open review o f  the 1 8  files made avai lab le . 

Two types of fi les have been maintained 

by the RAAF/Department of Defence , name ly : 

1 .  " Un i dent i fi ed Fl ying Objects -

Reports of Si ghtings " , and 

2 .  " UFOs - Enqui ri es from members of 
the publ i c  and Fl ying Sa ucer organ­
i sa tions " .  

The first type - " S ightings " - large ly 
cons i s t  o f  RAAF report forms ( generally 

containing the s tandard 3 part forms , 
namely Part 1 - Report by Observe r , Part 2 
- Unit Report , and Part 3 - Investigating 
O f fi c e r ' s  Evaluation) , covering memorandums , 
letters , te lexes and commun ications from 
other Government bodies ( e . g .  Department o f  
T ransport , Meteoro logical Bureau and po lice ).  

The latter - " Enquiries " - mainly hold 
letters o f  enqui ry f rom the general pub l i c , 
c ivi l ian UFO groups , individuals , and others, 

documentation s earches , internal memorandums 

and minute papers , dra ft replies to reques ts 
and mis c e l l aneous documents . 

The f i l e s  made avai lab le to me during my 
J anuary , 1 9 8 2 , vis i t , cons isted of 7 Enquiry 

files covering the period f rom Apri l ,  1966 , 

to date and 1 1  s ight ing fi les containing 
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Some of the UFO fi l es examined by the a :1 thor 
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reports from 19 7 5  to 1981 . 

Although the Enquiry files ( th rough 
documentation searches to answer ques tions ) 

and my own research prior to this o f ficial­

ly sanctioned review ( 6 )  provided me w i th 
cons iderab le in formation on RAAF inve s ti­
gations prior to 1 9 7 5 , I was dis appointed 

with the lack o f  pre 19 7 5  Sighting files . 

Sq . Ldr . I an Fram ,  the Air Force Liaison 

Of ficer , re sponsible for the handl ing and 

compilation of UFO s ight ings , in Canberra , 
( 7 )  gave this explanation o f  the s ituation , 

in a letter enclosed with the files given 

to me for review : 

" These are a l l  the fi l es readi l y  avai l ­
abl e . We are hampered b y  the fact tha t the 
Department changed from Melbourne to 
Canberra in the earl y 60s . Fi l es pri or to 
thi s period have been very hard to l oca te . 

"I hope tha t you apprecia te tha t the RAAF 
examines UASs primari l y  for thei r Defence 
conten t . If occurences have no obvious 
import we have very few resources ava i l abl e 
for checks other than ini t i al cursory ex­
amina tions . I hope tha t you are not too 
di sappointed . I ' m afra i d  tha t UAS are onl y 
a very minor secondary rol e  for a l l  peopl e 
invol ved in the chain . 

"Bes t  of l uck wi th your endeavours bu t 
these fi l es are a l l  tha t I have been abl e 

to recover from our sys tem" . 

To obtain these files , requests had to 
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be made to Central Registry , but the actual 

f i l e  s eries numbers are required . The files 
I examined during January were ostens ibly 
the extent of Sq . Ldr . Frame ' s  know ledge 
of the appropri ate f i l e  s eries ' numbers at 
the t ime . S ince then , he and I have dis­

cus s e d  this further and subsequently ad­

ditional file s eries ' numbers have been 
estab l i shed . I hope to examine these fi les 

in the near future . My res earch suggests 
that s in ce 19 5 5 , 48 RAAF files have been 

rai s e d  on the sub j e ct o f  UFOs . So , i f  this 

is correct , my review o f  January , 19 82 , may 

have covered a little over a third of the 
f i l e  hol dings . 

BREAKDOWN OF RAAF 

Tot a l no . No . 
Yea r of  repo r t s  1 1 Un knowns 1 1 ;'• 

1 960 20 0 
1 96 1  1 4  0 
1 962 25  0 
1 9 63 1 7  0 
1 964  1 7  1 
1 965  52  2 
1 966 74 1 
1 96 7  9 5  0 
1 96 8  1 0 1  0 
1 969 94 2 
1 9 70 3 7  4 
1 9 7 1  52  6 
1 9 72  87  1 1  
1 9 7 3  1 9 3 4 
1 9 74 67 2 
1 9 75 39 4 
1 9 76 39 4 
1 9 7 7  2 5  6 
1 9 7 8  1 1 8 30 
1 9 79 45 1 5  
1 9 80 4 7  1 0  

TOTAL : 1 2 5 8  1 02 

Of particular interest was that copies 
o f  previously unavai lab l e  Department of 
De fence ( Ai r  Force Office )  Unusual Aerial 
S ightings Summaries for reports in 19 7 8 , 
19 79 and 19 80 ( Summary Nos . 10 , 1 1  & 12 
respectively) were provided for me . This 

is despite the previous ly mentioned pol i cy 

change whi ch dis continued the summaries in 
19 7 8 .  

These documents allow me to provide an 

updated s ummary o f  the RAAFs investigation 

of UFOs : 

UFO INVEST I GAT IONS 

% 1 1 Un known s 1 1  Sou rce of  l n fo rma t i on 

0 . 0  S umma ry No . 1 
0 . 0  Summa ry No . 1 
0 . 0  S umma ry No . 1 
0 . 0  S umma ry No . 1 
5 . 9  S umma ry No . 1 
3 . 9  S umma ry No . 1 
1 . 4 S umma ry No . 1 
0 . 0  S umma ry No . 1 
0 . 0  S umma ry No . 1 
2 .  1 S umma ry No . 2 

1 0 . 8  S umma ry No . 3 
1 1 . 5 S umma ry No . 3 
1 2 . 6  S umma ry No . 4 
2 .  1 S umma ry No . 5 
3 . 0  S umma ry No . 6 

1 0 . 2  S umma ry No . 7 
1 0 . 2  S umma ry No . 8 
24 . 0  S umma ry No . 9 
25 . 4  S umma ry No . 1 0  
33 . 3  S umma ry No . 1 1  
2 1 . 3 S umma ry No . 1 2  

8 .  1 %  

;'• Some 1 1 u n known s 1 1 a re not  i n c l uded d ue to l ow we i gh t  s t a t us , i . e .  i n s u f f i c i en t  i n fo rma t i on 
o r  pos s i b l e exp l an a t i on p rov i ded was p robab l e .  
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T u 1 1 y 

PART 3 - THE RAAF " UFOs - ENQU I RI ES 
FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBL I C  AND FLY I NG 
SAUCER ORGAN I SATION" F I LES . 

I t  i s  interesting to see what the RAAF 
fi les s ay about " clas s i c "  cases . The " en­

quiry " files contained information on a 
number o f  thes e  due to file s earches under­

taken to answer requests for information 

from various s ources . 

For example the controvers ial Drury f i lm 

affair o f  19 5 3 , was covered in the files 

with s ome surpri s ing det ai l s , whi ch includ­

e d  evidence for AS IO* involvement ( albeit 

perhaps cursory ) and the pre s en ce o f  s everal 
copies o f  frames of the f i lm* . 

The RAAF files des c ribed the famou 5 Tully 

incident in the fol lowing manner : 

"At about 9 . 00 a . m .  on 1 9 th January 1 96 6 , 
Mr G . A .  Pedl ey , a banana grower of Tul l y ,  
Ql d ,  observed a l i ght grey non refl ecting 
dul l object , reported to be abo u t  2 5  feet 
l ong and 8 feet deep , ri se vertical l y  then 

*ASI O  - Aus trali an S e curity Inte l l igence 

Organ i s at ion : respon s ib le for inte rnal 

security with in Aus tralia inc luding counter 

espionage . See , for example , Richard Hal l 's 
" Th e  Secret State - Aus tralia ' s  Spy Industry" 
Cas s e l l  Aus trali a ,  19 7 8 . 

*To be the subj e ct o f  a forthcoming paper 

by thi s  author . 
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" n  e s t "  

cl imb on an angl e of 4 5 ° from a heigh t  of 
abo u t  30 feet above marshland whi ch was 
si t ua ted about 25 yards a wa y  from hi s 
posi tion . There was an associa ted hissing 
noi se whi ch decreased as the ' object ' rose . 
The apparen t shape was described as ' two 
sau cers , face to face ' ,  but no structural 
detai l  was observed . The duration of the 
observa tion was approxima tel y 1 5  seconds 
and i t  di sappeared in mi d air whil s t  re­
ceding into the di stance (not assessed) . 

"A cl earl y defined near circul ar depres­
sion remained in evi dence in swamp grass a t  
the point from whi ch the object was seen 
ri sing , and measured abo u t  32 feet l ong by 
25 fee t  wi de . The grass was fl a ttened in 
cl ockwise curves to wa ter l evel wi thin the 
ci rcl e and the reeds had been uprooted from 
the mud . There was no scorching of grass 
or surrounding trees and the observer s ta t ­
e d  tha t there was no smel l o f  combus tion . . .  

"Al though a concl usi ve de termination 
coul d not be made , the mos t probabl e  expl an­
a ti on was tha t the si ghting was of a ' wi l l y  
wi l l y' or ci rcular wind phenomenon whi ch 
fl a t tened the reeds and sucked up debris to 
a hei gh t  of abou t 30 fee t , thus formi ng 
wha t appeared to be a ' fl ying saucer ' ,  be­
fore movi ng off and dissipa ting .  Hissing 
noi ses are known to be associa ted wi th 
' wi l l y wi l l i es ' and the th.eory is also sub­
stan t i a ted by the cl ockwi se ci rcu l ar con­
fi gura t i on of the depression " .  

I summarised the controversy about the 
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Tully incident in " Tully ( Aus trali a )  s au­

cer nes ts " , pgs 3 7 0- 3 7 1 , " The Encyc lopenia 

o f  UFOs " ( 8) . 

Other documents in the Enquiry files 
were requested for information on cases , 

which os tens ib ly it s eems the RAAF did not 
know about . 

For example , a 1 9 6 7  enquiry re lated to 

an al leged UFO event , thought to have taken 
place over Butterworth RAAF ai rfield , Mal­

ays ia , back in the firs t  week o f  July , 1 9 59 , 
would be extraordinary i f  i t  was true . The 
enquiry referred to two F86 fighters be ing 
s cramb led to investigate a UFO . The air­
c raft f ired on the UFO , which exploded and 
ash fe l l  to the ground . The ash was al­

legedly retrieved and sent to C anbe rra for 
analys is . Another UFO appeared the follow­

ing day , apparently looking for its " lost 
mate " .  When two F 86 f ighters were again 

s ent up , the p lanes al legedly dis integrated 

within a mile of the UFO . According to the 

s tory , the aircraft and pi lots were never 
found . The f i l e s  contain internal memor­

andums between Butterworth RAAF base and 
Canberra in 196 7 , whi ch appear to indi cate 
that they were unaware of the events . My 
own enquiries , ably as s i s te d  by John Prytz 

of C anberra , have fai l ed to e l l i c i t  any 

further in formation or conf i rm whether any 
aircraft were los t at the t ime . I would 
certainly be fascinated to hear whether 
anyone has anything con crete on this 

divert ing tale . 

Even the book "Alien Honeycomb " ( 9 )  had 
some re ferences to it in the f i les . An in­

ternal memorandum dated Augus t 1 ,  19 80 , 
from DEFAIR CANBERRA to HQOC -SOINT regard­
ing " Confi rmation of Data in Book ' Al ien 
Honey comb ' " ,  s t ated : 

" The text of the book i s  suffi ci en tl y  
vague t o  make tracing informa t i on from ser­
vi ce records a very t i ring and diffi cu l t 
task . A check of fi l es hel d a t  Air Force 
Offi ce has proven nega t i ve .  

" Unfortuna tel y ,  a ' no comment ' or ' no 
informa t i on ' response from the RAAF is onl y 
goi ng to encourage thi s  t ype of journal ism .  
Accordingl y ,  i t  i s  reques ted tha t HQOC i n ­
i ti a t e  a check o f  records ( incl uding those 
a t  HQ AMB (HQ Amberl ey - B . C . )  for da ta 
whi ch coul d rel a te to thi s  ma t t er " . 

In a telex dated September 5 ,  1980 , 
and categori sed as " unclas s i f ied/rout ine " ,  

from HQOC to DEFAIR C anberra , the fol low­
ing informat ion was given : 

"Further to ref A the fol l owing i s  re­
trans of info recei ved from HQ AMB . Quote : 

1 .  Summari es of uni dentifi ed aerial sigh t ­
i ngs prepared by Dept of Air between mid 
1 9 6 8  and mi d 1 969 have been checked for 
men ti on of the case . No mention of tha t 
parti cu l ar sigh ting appears in the sum­
mari es . 

2 .  Thi s i s  unusual because i t  is our under­
standing tha t the s ummari es were comprehen­
si ve and not edi ted l i sts of reported sigh t ­
ings . 

3 .  Unl ess reques ted by command the HQ does 
not propose to take thi s ma t ter further" . 

As it turned out it appears nothing fur­
ther was done . My own opinions on "Alien 

Honeycomb " are we l l  known ( 10 ) . The " En­

quiry " files contain documents rel ated to 
what appear to be retrievals of mundane 

debris , but none o f  them relate to the 
"Al ien Honeycomb " a f fair ( e . g .  " Suspect 

Air Vehicle Wreckage - Perenj ori , W . A .  -

19 4 7 ) . More than l ike ly the key to " al ien 
honeycomb " ( subs equently identi fied as pre­

dominantly woven f ib reglass ! )  lies not in 
a UFO ( or UAS ) f i l e , but in files related 

to aircraft acc idents and investigations . 

Several surpris ing finds were made in 
the files , mos t  noteably documents which 
gave ins ights into RAAF and Aus tralian 

government poli cies on the UFO sub j ect . 

To be cont inued - see the next issue of 
UFORAN for part 2 .  

Future hi ghl i ghts of "UFOs and the RAAF 
- the Ins i de Story" wi l l  be : 

Restri cted minute papers on RAAF UFO pol i cy .  

Cri t i cism of the RAAF approach to UFO i n­
vest i gati ons from a scient i fi c  point of 
view. 

"Unknowns" from the RAAF UFO files includ­
ing mi l i tary reports and close encounters . 

Is there a cover-up? 
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THE UFO PHENOMENA AND ITS 

INVESTIGATION BY UFO GROUPS 

WITHIN AUSTRALIA 

B Y  K E I T H  B A S T E R F I E L D  

Th is a rti cle is intended to P rovide a review 

of the UFO Phenomena in an Aust ralian con­

text. I t  des c r ibes some of ou r more inter­

est in� cases and takes a l ook at the histo ry 

of investi�at ions bY UFO � roups in this 

count rY . 

The i mpe t u s  fo r w r i t i ng t h i s  a r t i c l e  i n ­
i t i a l l y  came f rom Mau r i z i o Ve rga  of  I t a l y  
who , seve ra l mon t h s  ago , wrote  a n d  a s ked  i f  
I wou l d  be p repa red to exchange i n fo rma t i on 
w i t h a g roup of  Eu ropean resea rche r s  ( t he 
Eu ropean  Wo rk i ng Team - EWT )  who we re pu r­
s u i n g i n depth  resea rch i n to t y pe one  ( Va l l ee 
c l a s s i f i ca t i on )  repo r t s . 

Type one eve n t s  we re de f i n e d  by Va l l ee ( 1 )  
a s  repo r t s  of  U FOs  on o r  nea r t he g round . 
I n  t h i s  s i t u a t i on i t  s hou l d  be ea s i e r  to 
d i s m i s s a repo r t  i f  t he s t i mu l u s i s  a con ­
ven t i ona l o r  n a t u ra l  one , ea s i e r  t h a n  s ay 
w i t h  a n  obj ect seen h i g h up  i n  t he s ky . 
The re i s ,  of  cou rse , a p rob l em t h a t  a type 
one eve n t  cou � d  pos s i b l y  be of  an  obj ect  
nea r t he g round  b u t , say , 5 km  i n  the d i s ­
ta nce vk1 i ch s t i l l  fa l l s  u n de r th i s  c l a s s i f i ­
ca t i on .  Hynek ' s  c l ose  encoun te r c l a s s i f i ­
ca t i on ove rcomes t h i s  by re l a t i ng to an  ob­
j e c t  w i t h i n  a re l a t i ve l y  sho r t  ra nge . No t ­
w i t h s t a n d i n g t h i s  d i f f i cu l ty , t y pe one eve n t s  
s hou l d b e  expe cted  t o  con t a i n  a h i g h numbe r 
of  ' ' u n known s ' ' .  

I n  res ponse  to Mau r i z i o Ve rga ' s  p ropo s a l ,  
dec i ded to resea rch Au s t ra l i an type one 

cases  u t i l i z i ng t he resou rces  of  ACU FOS , i t s 
membe r o rg a n i sa t i on s  a n d  my own f i l e s .  Some 
560 even t s  we re co l l ected  wh i ch i n c l u de d  70 
U FO- re l a ted  e n t i ty ca s e s , 70 photog raph i c  
even t s , 2 8  a i r c ra f t  c rew obse rva t i on s , 60 
veh i c l e  i n te r fe rence repo r t s , w i t h  t he re ­
ma i nde r be i ng of  noct u rn a l 1 i g h t s  a n d  c l ose  
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encoun t e r s  of  va r i ou s  types . 

These 560 cases  we re s c r u t i n i sed fo r 
t hose wh i ch des c r i bed mo re t han t he u s ua l 
noc t u rna l 1 i g h t  b u t  ye t s t i l l  f i t ted  t he 
Va l l ee c l a s s i f i ca t i on of obj ect s repo r t e d  
o n  o r  nea r the g round  ( max i mum t ree top 
he i gh t )  - t h i s  exam i na t i on redu ced t he 560 
to j u s t  ove r 1 00 .  

F rom t h i s  resea rch a docume n t  t i t l ed "A 
C a t a l ogue of t he Mo re I n te res t i ng C l ose  
Encoun t e r s "  ( 2 )  ha s been  comp i l ed .  Some of  
t h i s  documen t ' s  cases  a re i n c l uded i n  t h i s  
a r t i c l e .  

T H E O V E R V I E W  

Pe rha ps  an  obv i ou s  s ta r t i ng po i n t i n  ou r 
rev i ew of  the  U FO phenomena  i n  Aus t ra l i a  i s  
w i t h t he peop l e  who have been he re t he l ong­
est  - t he Abo r i g i nes . 

The Abo r i g i nes  a re though t  to have l i ve d  
i n  th i s  cou n t ry fo r a t  l ea s t  38 , 000 yea rs  
and  a re be l i eved to have o r i g i na ted  f rom 
Sou t h- E a s t As i a .  I n  1 788 , when t he f i r s t  
E u ropean se t t l e rs a r r i ved , t he re we re a n  
es t i ma te d  300 , 000 Abo r i g i nes  l i v i ng i n  Au s t ­
ra l i a .  The Abo r i g i na l  l i fes ty l e  wa s s i mp l e ,  
these  peop l e  neve r became fa rme rs , they we re 
hun te r s . Abo r i g i nes  he l d ,  a n d  s t i l l  ho l d  i n  
some pa r t s , a my t ho l og i ca l  be l i ef t h a t  be­
fo re t he i r t i me "be i ng s "  c rea ted t he l an d  as  
they know i t  - th i s  pe r i od i s  re fe r red to as  
t he " D reamt i me" . The  Abo r i g i nes  have l e f t  a 
l egacy of  rock ca rv i ng s  t h a t  reco rd  bot h  
t he i r pa s t  l i fes ty l e  and  a l so t h� D reamt i me .  
Today t hese peop l e  a re fas t  becom i ng i n te­
g rated  i n to wes te rn soc i e ty and hen ce t h e re 
i s  a dec l i ne i n  t he n umbe rs  of t hose  1 i v i ng 
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as  the i r ances to rs on ce 1 i ved . 

Do Abo r i g i nes  have any  ev i dence of wha t  
we be l i eve may be  U FOs ? Ve ry l i t t l e  i ndep t h  
resea rch has  been con d ucted  i n to th i s  s ub ­
j ect  a l t hough i t  i s  i n te res t i ng to note t h a t, 
as  ea r l y  a s  1 95 7 ,  an  a r t i c l e  ( 3 )  appea red i n  
an  Aus t ra l i an maga z i ne about  rock ca rv i ng s  
foun d  a t  Woome ra , Sou th  Aus t ra l i a .  I n  a n  
anonymo u s l y  a u t ho red a r t i c l e  t h e  ' 'Au s t ra l i an 
Sa uce r Reco rd" a l so gave des c r i pt i on s  of  
rock carv i ng s  wh i ch a re o f  u n u s ua l 1 1 f i g u re s "  
foun d  i n  t he K i mbe r l ey reg i on of  Wes te rn 
Aus t ra l i a .  

Some mo re rece n t s t u d i es have been i nde­
pen den t l y  unde rtaken by John P ry t z  o f  Can­
be r ra a n d  B i l l  C h a l ke r  of  Sydney . 

B i l l  Cha l ke r  i n  a n  ACU FOS  Jou rna l ( 4 )  
a r t i c l e  s ta ted : 

" The l egends and l ore of the indigenous 
Abori gines a l so provi des ma teria l  sug­
ges t i ve of interactions wi th anoma l i ­
s t i c  aerial phenomena ,  bu t ,  o f  course , 
in specula t i on abo u t  such da ta , i t  
shoul d be real i sed tha t the accounts 
are of an hi s tori cal and anthropol ogi ­
cal na ture , and , therefore , care shoul d  
b e  taken not t o  i n terpol a te too much 
i n to them" . 

I n  a pape r p resen ted a t  U FOCON  6 he l d  i n  
Ade l a i de i n  Octobe r ,  1 9 8 1 , John P ry tz wrote : 

"Al though no unequ i vocal references 
were found , enough was uncovered to 
sugges t tha t this was a frui tful area 
of research . . .  " 

Lat e r ( U FO RAN Vo l . 2  No . 6 ) , P ry t z  wrote  
a f t e r resea rch i ng t h e  a r t i c l e  p resented  at  
U FOCON 6 :  

" Th i s  effort serves to reinforce my 

bas i c  premi se tha t enough informa tion 
exi s t s  to sugges t tha t a t  some t ime i n  
t h e  pas t , there cou l d  ha ve been some 
degree of interact i on , ma ybe major , 
maybe minor , between the Austra l i an 
Abori ginal and ' Anci ent Astronau ts ' " .  

I n  s h o r t , t he an swe r to my own q ue ry 
posed  ea r l i e r 1 1 i s the re any  ea r l y  ev i dence 1 1 
i s  a tan ta l i s i ng 1 1may be" . 

F rom t h e  ea r l y  to the l a te  1 9 t h  cen t u ry 

we come ac ros s i tems wh i ch a re mo re s ugges t ­
i ve of  t h e  types o f  even t s  w e  read a bout  
today . The  obj ect s repo r ted by  the gene ra l 
popu l a t i on we re ba l l s  of  l i g h t , ma i n l y  v i ew­
ed f rom a d i s tance ,  b u t  occas i on a l l y a t  
c l os e r  range - a l though even i n  i n s tances 
of  c l ose  encoun t e r s  there a re no reco rds  
of  1 1capt u res" . 

Mark  Mo ravec of Sy dney p resen ted a s t udy 
of  1 1ghos t l i gh t s 1 1 a t  U FOCON 6 .  H i s  resea rch 
found tha t : 

" In Aus tral i a , ghostl ights had been 
commonl y  known by such names as Min 
Min l ights , Dead Men ' s  camp-fi res , 
Jack-o-lanterns , and Debi l -Debil " . 

Repo r t s  o f  these we re found  to h ave been 
made as ea r l y as  1 883 and to be con t i n u i ng 
toda te . Mos t  des c r i be a ba l l of  l i g h t  
e i ther  s ta t i ona ry o r  mov i ng a t  l ow s peed . 
D i s t r i bu t i on of  t he 48 cases  co l l ected we re 
Queen s l and  30 , New Sou t h  Wa l es 8 ,  Wes te rn 
Aus t ra l i a  4 ,  V i ctor i a  2 ,  Sou t h  Aus t ra l i a  1 ,  
Ta sman i a  1 ,  No rthe rn Te r r i to ry 1 a n d  one 
un known . 

I n  rev i ew i ng exp l anat i on s  Mo ravec noted 
that : 

"Many expl ana tions have been sugges ted 
ranging from mi sidentifi ca tion of na t­
ural phenomena to paranormal proje­
ctions to extra terrestrial vi si tors " . 

He ven t u red to s ugge s t  that  a n umbe r of 
cases  bo re the ma rk of  m i s i den t i f i ca t i on s  
b u t  t he re rema i ned  a res i due of u nexp l a i ned 
even t s . 

W i t h i n  South  Aus t ra l i a  an e l de r l y  re l a­
t i ve o f  J oh n  B u r fo rd reca l l ed a h i s to ry of  
ba l l s  of  l i g h t  wh i ch we re f requen t l y  seen 
i n  t he m i d no rth  o f  t he s ta te and  we re often  
m i s taken  fo r b i cy c l e l amps . These l i gh t s  
f l oa ted a round a t  fen ce top l eve l and  a l ­
though a t tempt s  we re made to ca t ch them , 
they we re u n s ucces s fu l .  

Du r i ng the 1 9 th  cen t u ry we have found 
two repo r t s  wh i ch ,  to s ta te the l ea s t , a re 
of s ta rt l i ng d i men s i on s  fo r the i r t i me , i n  
fact  they cou l d  have come s t ra i gh t  out  of  
ou r own e ra .  Set aga i n s t  the backg round of 
d i s tan t obs e rva t i on s  of  b a l l s  of  l i ght , 
they s tand  out  rather  con s p i cuous l y .  
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The f i rs t accou n t  has  been c l ose l y  i nves ­
t i ga t e d  b y  B i l l  C h a l ke r  of  Sydn ey a n d  the 
mos t  s i g n i f i ca n t  s egme n t  may be s umma r i sed  
a s : 

J u l y  2 5 , 1 868 , Pa r rama t t a , New Sou t h  Wa l es . 

A s u rveyo r expe r i enced a v i s i on i nvo l v i ng 
head f loat i ng by h i m  a n d  s ubseq uen t l y  ob se rv­
ed an "a rk ' ' mov i ng a 1 ong the s ame pa t h  and  
l and i ng i n  Par rama t t a  Pa rk , Sy dney . A vo i ce 
s poke to h i m and  as ked i f  he w i shed to e n t e r  
the  a rk .  The w i tne s s  rep l i ed t h a t  he d i d  
and  was " f l oa ted" to t he obj ect . 

A " s p i r i t " a ppea red 1 i ke a "neut ra l t i n t 
shade and  the s h a pe o f  a man i n  h i s  u s ua l 
f ro ck d res s "  and  showed h i m a ro un d  t he a rk 
befo re d i s appea r i ng .  The w i t n e s s  awoke 
next mo rn i ng ,  "deep l y  i mp res sed w i t h the  
v i s i on o f  the n i gh t " . ''' 

O u r  second even t was repo r ted to have oc­
cu r red i n  1 89 3  and goes a s  fo l l ows : 

1 893 , Cen t ra l  New Sou t h  Wa l es .  

A fa rme r c l a i med t ha t  a s a uce r shaped 
obj ect  l an ded i n  one of  h i s  paddocks . As 
t he fa rme r approached the obj ect  a man i n  
s t range c l ot h i ng eme rged f rom i t .  The w i t ­
nes s wa l ked towa rds  t h e  man who s hone  a 
"to rch" a t  h i m wh i ch th rew h i m  s t unned  to 
the g round . When the fa rme r came to , the  
man a n d  the  obj ect had  l ef t . H i s  hand  wh i ch 
had been h i t  by t he "to rch beam" was pa ra ­
l ysed  fo r l i fe .  

Mov i ng i n to t he 20 t h  cen t u ry - i n  1 909  we 
f i nd an a l mo s t  ep i dem i c p ropo r t i on of re­
po r t s  of noct u rn a l l i g h t s  and  ce l es t i a l  
v i s i to rs to the s ho res of  bo th  i s l an d s  o f  
ne i g h bo u rn i ng New Zea l an d . Exce l l en t  s t ud ­
i es of  t h e  e ra have a l ready a ppea red i n  a 
mu l t i t ude  o f  sou rces , a s  we l l  a s  i n  con tem­
po ra ry newspape r s . Amon g s t  these  we re some 
of  t he ea r l i es t  e n t i ty repo r t s  for  t he 
reg i on .  

I n  t h e  Aus t ra l i an con text we l ea rn of  
s i m i  1 ar  even t s  a round 1 9 1 0 and  1 9 1 1 .  Pau l  
No rman o f  Me l bou rne w rote  a sho rt  " F l y i ng 
Sauce r Rev i ew' ' ( 5 )  a r t i c l e  b ased on a n  
acco u n t  p ub l i s hed  i n  a 1 9 1 0  ed i t i on of  

•'• Ed i to r' s note : see the  UFO  Resea rch Aus t ­
ra l i a News l et te r  Vo l . 3  No . 1 
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"The Wes t  Aus t ra l i an ' ' wh i ch des cr i bed a 
noc t u rn a l obs e rva t i on f rom a boa t . The 
cap t a i n ,  and two others , of the coas t a l 
s teame r "Wooka ta "  repo r ted see i ng a va r i ety  
of l i g h t s  i n  t he s ky 200 to 300  met res 
ahead o f  t he ves se l . 

A l though t he re a re mo re and mo re p re 1 947  
repo r t s  be i ng unea rt hed each  yea r ,  pe rhaps 
a few w i l l  i l l u s t rate t he types o f  even t s  
peop l e  h ave s a i d  happened p r i o r t o  t h e  g reat 1 
" f l y i ng s auce r" ep i sodes of 1 947  and  onwa rd s . 

1 9 1 9 ,  Cen t ra l New Sou t h  Wa l es .  

Wh i l s t  t rave l l i ng down a coun t ry road , a 
man came a c ro s s  a n  a r t i fact res t i ng nea r the 
road s i de .  He s aw a "ma n "  who was appa ren t l y  
wo rk i ng on  i t  and  wen t to o f fe r  a s s i s tance . 
The s t range r t u rned as  i f  s urpr i sed and  
po i n ted someth i ng a t  the w i tness  wh i ch 
knocked h i m sen se l es s . When he came to , 
the  man and  t he obj ect had  gone . 

1 925 , Moo ra , Wes te rn Aus t ra l i a .  

Two young  men came a c ro s s  an  obj ect res t ­
i ng i n  a paddock . I t  was l i ke two sa uce rs 
on edge , w i t h ova l s haped "w i ndows " and 
fou r " l eg s " . The men bea t a has ty re t rea t 
and  d i d  not ret u rn fo r seve ra l days . When 
t hey d i d ,  t hey found the ea rth  s c u f fed a bo u t . 

About  Ma rch-Ap r i l ,  1 9 32 o r  1 9 3 3 , 
Nambou r ,  Queen s l an d . 

A boy obse rved a sma l l U FO w i th i n  a 
met re range and , a f t e r  a wh i t i s h m i s t  ap­
pea red between h i m and  t he obj ect , he expe r­
i en ced a "t i gh t  fee l i ng i n  the head" and 
fe l t  s t unned . Tha t  n i gh t  the  boy deve l oped 
l a rge wh i te b l i s te rs on both hands  and  fe l t 
"out  of  so rt s " .  The b l i s te rs bu rs t d u r i ng 
the n i gh t  and  the fo l l ow i ng day sec re ted a 
c l ea r  wa t e ry f l u i d  - a fte r th i s  t he boy 
fe l t  bette r .  

W i n te r ,  1 947 , Ma f f ra , V i cto r i a .  

Wh i l e d r i v i ng home w i th her  son a woman 
a l mos t co l l i ded w i t h a "dazz l i ng go l den 
ba l l "  hove r i ng j us t  above the road . The 
woman cou l d  not s top the ca r wh i ch wa s buf­
feted by w i nd .  At t he po i n t of  i mpact the 
b a l l ro l l ed to one s i de ove r a h i gh embank­
men t  and  d i sa ppea red beh i nd ta l l ma i ze .  
The w i nd then  cea sed . 

I 

j 
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T H E  Y E A R O F  T H E  ' F L Y I N G S A U C E R ' 

A l t hough  t he re was a wo r l d  w i de upsu rge 
o f  i n t e res t i n  t he s ubj ect  o f  1 1 s a u ce rs 1 1 ,  
pa rt i cu l a r l y  i n  Ame r i ca d u r i ng 1 94 7 , Aus t­
ra l i a  rema i ned fa i r l y  q u i et .  A rev i ew o f  
t he Aus t ra l i an p res s o f  the  d a y  enab l es one 
to make t he gene ra l comme n t that  t he pheno­
men a  o f  f l y i ng s a uce r s  was v i ewed as pu re l y  
Ame r i ca n , bot h i n  s cope a n d  o r i g i n .  A few 
i so l a ted repo r t s  we re rece i ved i n  t he ea r l y  
1 9 50s b u t  i t  was not  un t i l t he g l ob a l wave 
of 1 9 54 t h a t  Aus t ra l i a  expe r i en ced a sma l l 
1 1 f l a p 1 1 • The s t a te of  V i cto r i a  was t he s cene 
o f  s co re s  of even t s , i n c l ud i ng observa t i on s  
by  a i r l i ne p i l ot s . Ray F i s che r a n d  Les 
Bri s to l ,  of  Me l bo u rne , u n de r took a mas s i ve 
rev i ew o f  mos t  o f  t he V i ct o r i an n ewspape r s  
for 1 9 54 a n d  unea r t hed some 2 0 0  s i gh t i ng 
re po r t s  ( 6 ) . A l though mos t wou l d  be c l a s s i ­
f i ed a s  noct u rn a l 1 i gh t s  and  day l i gh t  d i s cs 
a few d i d  i nvo l ve c l os e  e n coun t e rs . No 
photog raph i c  even t s  o r  l an d i ng cases  came 
to l i gh t .  

A pe rus a l o f  reco rd s o f  t he t i me he l d  
by Aus t ra l i an U FO g roups  i nd i cates  ve ry 
l i t t l e  a c t i v i ty between t h e  m i d 1 9 50 s a n d  
ea r l y  1 960 s compa re d  to 1 954 . F rom he reon 
Aus t ra l i a  reco rded eve ry t y pe of  even t ex­
cept  abduct i on . 

Some o f  t h e  bes t known cases  of  the  e ra 
wou l d  be : 

J an ua ry 1 ,  1 9 54 , Me l bo u r n e , V i cto r i a .  

An ANA p i l ot ,  C a p t a i n  D .  Ba rke r , repo rted  
s ee i ng an  unu s ua l  obj ect  a t  1 0 . 1 5  a . m . wh i ch 
was s em i - t ran s p a re n t  and  s haped rough l y 
l i ke a d i s c .  Th i s  o bj e ct f l ew s peed i l y 
pa s t  a t  a d i s ta n ce o f  3 to 4 km . 

J une  5 ,  1 9 54 ,  Dandenong , V i cto r i a .  

M i s s B rown , a 1 6  yea r o l d ,  a n d  he r f r i end ,  
s a i d  they we re te r r i f i ed when  an  obj ect hov­
e red 20  met res  a bove t hem . l t  was cy l i nd r i ­
ca l i n  s h ape , some 1 0  met res l on g  by 5 
met res  h i g h , w i t h  a w i n dow on  top and  each 
en d .  The obj ect  cas t a b l u i s h ,  s i l ve r- g rey , 
l i gh t  a n d  hove red i n  m i d a i r i s s u i ng a l oud 
d rumm i ng no i se .  l t  wa s repo rted  t ha t  M i s s 
B rown • s  wa t ch had  s topped a t  1 82 3  hou rs , 
he r to rch b a t te ry was d ra i ned a n d  h e r  hand 

bag and  be l t c l a s ps we re mag ne t i sed as  wa s 
a n  i ron  fen ce ove r wh i ch t he obj ect  hove red . 

S u rp r i s i ng l y  the  Supe r i n tenden t o f  A i r 
T r a f f i c  Con t ro l  fo r the Depa rtme n t  o f  C i v i l 
Av i at i on i n  Me l bou rne  req ues ted peop l e  to 
repo r t  U FOs  beca use : 1 1We do not reg a rd t h i s  
bus i nes s a s  a j oke . Peop l e  a re def i n i te l y 
see i ng obj ect s ,  some of wh i ch h ave not  been 
exp l a i ned ( 7 ) 1 1 • 

Ea r l y  Aus t ra l i an U FO magaz i nes  con t a i ned 
s u ch a r t i c l es as : " L i fe on  Ma rs" , ' ' Do Sauce rs 
Have Bases  on E a r t h " ?  and  1 1The Ca r t r i gh t  
Sauce r  De tecto r 1 1 • Books i n  c i rcu l a t i on i n­
c l u ded : " F l y i ng S au ce rs Have Landed 1 1 ,  
" F l y i ng Sauce rs f rom Ma rs" , "Ve n us Speaks " , 
" F l y i ng Sauce rs on the  Moon 1 1 , "Aboa rd a 
F l y i ng Sauce r1 1  a nd  "The  Sec ret o f  t he 
Sa uce rs • • .  

The gene ra l op 1 n 1 on o f  those  days was 
one whe re t he med i a  and  t he gene ra l pub l i c ,  
toge t he r  w i th many of  t he ea r l y  UFO  i nves t i ­
g ators , tended to s uppo r t  t he ext ra- te r res­
t r i a l  hypot hes i s  a s  t h e  s t i mu l us a t  the co re 
of the  phenomena . The op i n i on tha t we we re 
be i ng v i s i ted by a l i en s  f rom s pace seemed 
to p reva i 1 .  

M O V I N G T O W A R D S  T H E  1 9 6 0 s  

A l t ho ug h  Ame r i ca expe r i en ced a f l ap of  
repo r t s  a round  t he t i me of the  f i rs t  Rus s i an 
Spu t n i k  l a unch , i t  was not un t i l  1 9 59 that  
U FO a ct i v i ty i nc reased rema rka b l y  i n  Aus t ­
ra l i a .  That  yea r ' s repo r t s  i n c l uded : 

Ma rch 1 3 ,  1 959 , Pu rnong Lan d i ng ,  
Sou t h  Aus t ra l i a .  

C res t i ng a h i l l  two men i n  a t ruck came 
upon a dome i l l um i n a ted by co l ou red 1 i gh t s . 
They s topped 1 00 met res  f rom the dome and  
wa t ched a s  t he 1 0  me t re d i amete r obj ect 
wen t  th rough a regu l a r seq uen ce of  co l ou r  
changes befo re i t s 1 i g h t s  wen t  out . The 
men dec i ded to app roach t he obj ect  but a s  
they d i d  s o  i t  took off . 

Ma rch 3 1 , 1 959 , Port  E l l i ot t , 
Sou th  Aus t ra l i a .  

M r  Ba r ry Nea l e  was d r i v i ng home f rom 
Goo l wa when  he saw a g l ow i ng redd i s h-o range 
obj ect , w i t h  a row of po r t ho l es ,  res t i ng 
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on t he g round about 1 00 met res f rom the road­
s i de .  The  2 met re w i de obj ect i l l um i n a ted 
t he t rees . M r  Nea l e  d rove a round  a wooded 
a rea i n  t i me to s ee the obj ect t a ke off a t  
h i gh s peed a s  he  came w i th i n  300 me t res  of  
i t s pos i t i on .  

May 1 7 ,  1 959 , Cooktown , Queen s l an d . 

Th ree men , o u t  c rocod i l e h u n t i ng ,  s aw a 
h uge c i rcu l a r obj ect a t  t ree top h e i ght , 
1 00 me t res  away , wh i ch wa s foo t b a l l  shaped 
w i th a b and  of ha l f  moon shaped w i n dows a n d  
i s s ued a 50  met re w i de b a n d  o f  vapo u r .  The 
w i t n e s s e s  obse rve d  t h i s  o bj ect  fo r 20  m i n ­
u t e s  a n d  a t  one po i n t d u r i ng t he obse rvat i on 
two o f  the  men s tood u p  to get  a bet t e r  l ook . 
La te s one o f  t he s e  men a l l eged l y s u f fe red 
s eve re phys i ca l  e f fects  an d the o t h e r  d i ed .  

Septembe r ,  1 9 59 , E u ramo ,  Queen s l and . 

M r  Max Men ce l repo r ted t ha t  wh i l s t d r i v­
i ng a t ra ctor  he s aw a b r i l l i a n t, l a rge , 
con i ca l  s h a ped obj ect , a bo u t  1 0  met res  
l ong , hove r i ng j us t  a bove t he cane  tops . 
I t s v i v i d  red an d o ra nge  co l ou red  l i gh t s  
i l l um i n a ted a nea rby house . 

T H E 1 9 6 0 s  

.The yea rs  1 960 , 1 96 1  a n d  1 96 2 , we re 
b a r re n . I n  a n  ed i to r i a l  dated Decemb e r , 
1 96 1 , F red  Stone , of  Ade l a i de ,  w rote  ( 8 ) : 
1 1 F rom t he U FO po i n t of v i ew the yea r has  
been  mode rate l y  q u i et u n t i l  t he l as t  fou r  
mon t h s  when t h e re began a s teady b u t  s u re 
b u i l d u p  o f  s i gh t i n g s  . . .  1 1  

1 96 3 , howeve r ,  began w i t h  a rash  o f  t a n ­
t a l i s i ng repo r t s , even by today ' s  s tan da rds : 

Feb rua ry 1 5 ,  1 96 3 , Moe , V i cto r i a .  

M r  C ha r l es B rew and  h i s  son T revo r we re 
at wo rk  when a s t range obj ect  came ou t o f  
t he ea s t  and  d e s cended s l ow l y  towa rds t he i r 
cat t l e  pen s  a t  a 45 ° ang l e  and  hove red a bout  
2 5  to  30 met res  a bove t he g round  ove r a 
t ree fo r a few s econ d s . The obj e ct was 8 
met res  i n  d i ame t e r and 3 met re s  h i gh and  
emi t ted a sw i s h i ng no i se .  M r  B rew was o u t ­
s i de a s hed a n d  s aw t he obj ect , b u t  h i s  son , 
who was i n s i de ,  on l y  hea rd  i t .  Afte r hove r­
i ng a few secon ds , t he obj ect  c l i mbed at  a 
4 5 °  a n g l e  i n to  t he wes t  and  wen t  i n to 
c l ouds . 
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Ft:BRUII F< Y , .Z 9 (, J ,  MOl:: , VIC'l'OJUA 

( Source : "Aus t ra l i a n  UFO Sketchbook" by Dd v i d  Rencke) 

May 1 9 ,  1 96 3 , Mou n t  Gamb i e r ,  
South  Aus t ra l i a .  

A 1 7  yea r o l d  you th , ou t d r i v i ng ,  encoun­
te red a n  obj ect  by t he s i de of  the  road . 
When h i s  ca r was w i t h i n  6 me t res , a b r i gh t  
l i ght , cas t  by the  obj ect , dazz l ed h i m . 
The you t h  pu l l ed up . As t he 5 me t re w i de 
a n d  3 met re h i gh ,  ova l shaped , obj ect moved 
a c ro s s  t he road  he d rove h i s  ca r unde r i t . 

J une 2 8 , 1 96 3 , Sandy C reek ,  South  Aus t ra l i a .  

D r i v i ng round  a co rne r , a man came upon 
a b l ood red obj ect  b l ock i ng the road . He 
a p p l i ed h i s  b rakes and  was w i th i n  3 met res  
before the  obj ect  s u dden l y  rose f rom the  
road a n d ,  a f te r a s cend i ng 1 00 met res o r  so , 
t u rned on i t s s i de and  s ped o f  t ra i l i ng 
vapou r .  Des c r i bed  a s  8 met res a c ross  and  
4 met res  h i gh w i t h  a con cave top  and f l a t  
base , t he obj ect g l owed b l ood red when c l ose 
to t he g round and appea red to change to a 
l i gh te r  red-ye l l ow a s  i t  ga thered s peed a n d  
f l ew away . 

1 96 4  was aga i n  q u i et b u t  i n  1 965 , i n  con­
j un c t i on w i th  a wo r l d  w i de f l ood of  s i gh t ­
i ng s , two ext reme l y  h i gh me r i t Aus t ra l i an 
even t s  occu r red , a l though fo r reason s bes t  
14lown t o  u fo 1 o g  i s t s  of  t he t i me the cases 
we re poo r l y  documen ted . 

May 2 4 , 1 96 5 , E ton R i dge , Queen s l and . 

Th ree men not i ced a s t range l um i nous 
mach i ne hove r i ng above t rees and app rox i ­
ma te l y  70 met res above the g round and  500 
met res away . The obj ect  was a b l ack  d i sc 
7 . 5 to 1 0  met res  ac ro s s  and 26 cm th i ck 
w i t h  a 4 . 5 me t re unde r s t ruc tu re . Banks o f  
b r i l l i an t  l i gh t s  s hone f rom underneath  t he 
obj ect  i l l um i na t i ng the g round . Th i s  
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s t range mach i ne pe rfo rmed seve ra l manoeuve rs 
and  app roached fa i r l y  c l ose  to t he w i t n e s s  
befo re i t  f i na l l y  s ped away . Two o f  t he 
men t houg h t  they hea rd  a "b uzz" o r  l ow 
p i t ched ' 'h i s s i ng"  no i se .  

Phys i ca l  t races  we re repo rted l y  foun d 
t he next day . 

black 
' ··; briyh t 

tri angular !Jr===i::�§§§§§��=§§::==:T=\1 · l i glJ t s  
l eys banks u f  Ol'anqe/yt.d l ow 1 i yh t s  

1--------- 1 0  m ------

MA Y ,  1 96 5 ,  ETON RIDGE , QUEENSI�ND 

(Source : "Aus tra l i an UFO Ske tchbook" by David Reneke) 

J u l y 1 9 , 1 �65 , Vauc l use  Beach , 
New Sou t h  Wa l es .  

Wh i l s t wa l k i ng a l on g  t he beach , a man 
encoun te red a 7 met re d i ame t e r  d i sc res t ­
i ng o n  the  s an d . When  he was a bout  1 6  
me t res away f rom the  d i s c i t  ros e  w i t h  a 
no i se l i ke a i r be i ng re l eased f rom a 
ba  1 1  oon . 

�- 1 1 , , ,, ,  grass-,. � t l ., . 
I ' 1 1 ' I •  �� � , 

JULY I 1 Y6 5 ,  VAUCI.USE ' NEW 
. •  ,,, t / 1 1  

SOUTH WAI.ES 

(Source : " A u s t ra l i a n  UFO Ske tchbook " by Davi d Reneke) 

O U R  F I R S T  ' F L A P  A R E A ' 

D u r i ng the  fo l l ow i n g yea r ,  1 966 , Aus t ­
ra l i a  expe r i e nced i t s f i rs t f l ap a rea . A 
f l ap a rea i s  when one o r  two i so l a ted re­
po r t s  i n  a pa r t i cu l a r l oca t i on a re q u i ck l y  
fo l l owed by a f l ood o f  o t h e rs wh i ch occu r­
red w i t h i n  25  to  30  km f rom t he o r i g i na l s .  
The p ub l i c i ty g i ven  to t hese  eve n t s  i s  ve ry 
o f te n  on l y  l oca l fo r i t  h a s  been by chan ce 
t h a t  t he exten t o f  t he f l ap has  been not i ced. 

Upon c l os e r  i nves t i ga t i on , a n d  random i n te r­
v i ews , q u i te o f ten  a con t i n uous  h i s to ry o f  
accoun t s  comes t o  l i g h t . I f ,  howeve r ,  t he 
s hee r n umbe r of repo r t s , o r  i ndeed the  mag­
n i t ude of  some i s  h i gh then the n a t i on a l 
p re s s  and  med i a  may t hen hea r of them . The 
1 966 f l ap cen te r i ng a roun d Tu l l y ,  Queens­
l an d  was an  i n te rna t i on a l l y  known f l ap .  

The mos t  famo u s  repo rt  o f  t h i s  f l ap 
wou l d  undoub ted l y  be tha t  made by M r  Geo rge 
Ped l ey who hea rd a s h a rp h i s s i ng no i se 
wh i l e d r i v i ng h i s  t racto r and theP s aw a 
b l ue-g rey s au ce r , 8 me t res a c ro s s  and  3 
met res h i gh ,  r i s i ng f rom nea r the g roun d . 
M r  Ped l ey found  a 1 0  met re d i ame t e r  c i rc l e 
of  dead reeds on  the  s u rface of  an  adj acen t 
l agoon sw i r l ed i n  a c l ockw i se d i rect i on .  
To th i s  day no-one h a s  been ab l e  to p rov i de 
a s a t i s facto ry an swe r to th i s  puzz l i ng 
even t . 

Fo l l ow i ng the Tu l l y  s i gh t i ng a re l a t i ve­
ly  q u i et pe r i od en s ued un t i l yet ano t he r  
f l ap s t a rted nea r t he town of  C l a re ,  i n  the 
m i d no r t h  of  Sou t h  Aus t ra l i a .  N ume rou s  
eve n t s  we re repo rted rang i ng f rom ba l l s o f  
l i g h t  t o  mo re de f i ned  obj ects  wh i ch we re 
w i tnessed  i n  b road d ay l i gh t . The f l ap was 
we l l  documen ted by Joh n  B u rfo rd e t  a l . 

The pe r i od f rom 1 9 7 1  to 1 9 73 s aw on l y  a 
few me r i ta b l e  cases of  h i gh s t rangenes s ,  
i n c l ud i ng :  

Augus t  8 ,  1 97 1 , Kad i na ,  Sou t h  Aus t ra l i a .  

A PMG emp l oyee ' s  ca r eng i ne s topped a f­
te r the  a rea i n  wh i ch he was d r i v i ng became 
i l l um i n a ted  by an  o range g l ow .  Leav i ng h i s  
ca r the  w i tness  s aw a n  o range d i s c w i th  two 
red and  one g reen l i g h t . The obj ect seemed 
to be 50 met res up and  emit ted a ' ' buzz i ng ' ' 
o r  "pu r r i ng"  sound . 

J u l y  3 & 25 , 1 9 72 ,  F ran ks ton , V i ctor i a .  

Ret u rn i ng home on J u l y  3 ,  a woman obs e r­
ved a b l ue d i s c hove r i ng ove r t he road . On 
J u l y  25 , t he same or a s im i l a r obj ect ap­
pea red and  took "con t ro l " o f  her  ca r and  
s topped i t  a t  t he s i de of t he road . Af te r 
a vo i ce s poke to t he w i tnes s he r ca r s t a r t ­
ed i t se l f  an d t h e  obj ect  l ef t  t he a rea . 
O t he r even t s  fo l l owed these two expe r i ences 
i nc l ud i ng a "psych i c" abduct i on .  
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FRANKS'I'ON LOCATION 

J u l y ,  1 Y 7 2 . 

Novembe r 30 , 1 9 72 , Mu r ray B r i dge , 
Sou t h  Aus t ra l i a .  

Wh i l s t  out  t es t i ng a ca r a mechan i c  not­
i ced  i t s l i gh t s  and  eng i ne p l ay i ng u p  so 
he s topped to see wha t was w rong .  The rad i o  
made a ' ' beep- beep • • sound  a n d  the  eng i ne 
wou l d  not  res t a rt . The mechan i c  became 
awa re o f  a d i amond  s ha ped  o bj ect  w i t h red , 
p u rp l e  a n d  g reen l i gh t s  45  me t res  away i n  
a paddock . Afte r 30 to 40 m i n utes  i t  1 i f t ­
ed o f f  t he g round  a n d  l e ft  t he a rea and  the  
mecha n i c  foun d he  cou l d  res t a r t  t he ca r .  
Th ree ho l es we re l a t e r  found i n  t he so i l .  

Decembe r 3 1 , 1 9 73 , Lym i n g ton , Tasma n i a .  

Du r i ng t h unde ry con d i t i on s  fou r  peop l e  
s aw a moon - l i ke obj ect  i n  t he s ky , t hen  a 
l a rge ye l l ow c i ga r  e f fect  i n  a paddock  by 
t he hou s e  - when i t s g l ow faded 1 i t t l e  
1 i gh t s  we re obse rved . S u b s eq uen t c l a i ms 
we re made of  damage  to a t ree , hou s e  pa i n t ,  
f r i dge e t c . , p l us e f fect s on  two of  the  
repo rt e rs . I nves t i ga t i on s  o f  t he t ree d i d  
not  revea l any  a l l eged  d amage . The l i g h ts 
may h ave been a n  e l ec t r i ca l  phenomena . 

M O R E  F L A P  A R E A S 

Aus t ra l i a ,  d u r i ng 1 9 73 ,  expe r i en ced a 
t h i rd f l ap a rea , t h i s  t i me a round  Ty r i n gham 
i n  New Sou t h  Wa l es .  The eve n t s  of  t h i s  
pe r i od h ave been we l l documented  by B i l l  
C h a l ke r  o f  Sydney . 

O u r  fou r t h  f l a p occu r red d u r i ng t he next 
yea r ,  1 9 74 ,  b ut t h i s  t i me i n  no rth-ea s te rn 
Tasma n i a .  TUFO I C  we re on h a n d  to reco rd a 
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mu l t i t ude of  repo r t s  i nc l ud i ng two ext reme­
l y  s t a rt l i ng ones : 

Septembe r 1 6 ,  1 9 74 , S t  He l en s , Tasma n i a .  

We i rd e f fec t s  s u ch as  s t at i c  on the rad i o, 
ca r s topp i ng ,  l i g h t s  go i ng out , a v i b ra n t  
dea fen i ng no i se ,  e l ect r i c shocks a n d  an  
i nv i s i b l e  chok i ng sme l l we re expe r i en ced by  
a woman a fte r t he s ky a head became b r i g h t l y  
i l l um i na ted . The woman and he r ch i l d ren 
f l ed t he ca r i n  f r i gh t . 

Septembe r 22 , 1 9 74 , Tayene , Tasman i a . 

A woman was s i t t i ng i n  h e r  ca r w i t h  the  
rad i o  on when t he who l e  a rea l i t up , i n c l ud ­
i ng the  i n s i de of  her  ca r ,  a n d  he r rad i o  
deve l oped a ve ry h i g h p i t ched wh i s t l e .  
S l ow l y ,  a g l ow i ng o range-s i l ve r  obj ect  
a p p roached des cend i ng from app rox i mate l y  20  
me t res . The  w i tness  s ta r ted her  veh i c l e  
w i th  no t ro ub l e  and  backed up  t he road wh i l e 
her  rad i o  con t i n ued to wh i s t l e . The obj ect 
moved c l os e r  and was 20 to 30 met res d i s ­
t a n t  an d 3 met res  above the m i dd l e  of  the 
road whe re i t  h ung  s t a t i on a ry fo r a wh i l e 
befo re mov i ng q u i ck l y away . The woman was 
shaken fo r days 

TAYENH LO<..'A TION 

September, 1 9 7 4 . 

The fo l l ow i ng two yea rs  pas s ed by w i th  a 
n umbe r o f  cases worthy of  i nves t i ga t i on ,  i n ­
c l ud i ng the  May 26 , 1 9 77 , c l ose encou n t e r  
a t  O range , New Sou t h  Wa l es ,  whe re t h e  the r­
mo l um i nescence tes t i ng method was used fo r 
t he f i rs t  t i me i n  Aus t ra l i a .  

F rom 1 9 79 todate  we have expe r i enced a 
dec l i ne i n  the n umbe r of  good cases  be i ng 
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repo rted  to  the  Aus t ra l i an Cen t re fo r U F O  
S t ud i es .  Exten s i ve repo r t s  o f  t he mo re 
wo r thwh i l e cases  have been ca r r i ed i n  s uch  
p ub l i ca t i on s  a s  the ACOS  B u l l et i n ,  ACU FO S  
Jou rna l and  U F O RAN so  t hey w i l l  n o t  be  re­
pea ted  h e re . 

F i g u res i n  rece n t  yea rs fo r t he s e  type s  
o f  repo r t s  show : 

1 9 79 1 5  

1 980 8 

1 9 8 1  6 

Th i s  dec l i ne i n  act i v i ty appea r s  to be o f  
a g l ob a l  n a t u re .  I so l ated  h i gh me r i t  re­
po r t s  a re con t i n u i ng to occu r b u t  a t  a much 
s l owe r r a t e  t h a n  i n  t he good o l d days . 

S U M M A R Y  

I n  s umma ry , Aus t ra l i a  does have some 
ext reme l y  t an ta l i s i n g  U FO repo r t s  wh i ch 
rank  w i t h t hose o f  wo r l d i n t e res t .  We have 
had cases  of eve ry k i n d :  noct u rna l l i gh t s , 
d ay l i gh t  d i s cs , c l ose  e n co un t e r s  one to 
t h ree , rada r/v i s ua l an d photog r aph i c  even t s . 
One  ve ry not a b l e  except i on  i s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
o f  abd uct i on ,  a s  t h i s  i s  w r i t te n  we do not 
h ave a s i ng l e  f u l l y  f l edged abduct i on case 
to  han d . The re have been cases  i nvo l v i ng 
memo ry l os s  b u t  none o f  a l i en s  phys i ca l l y  
a b d uc t i ng anyone . The re may be  a va r i e t y  
o f  exp l a n a t i on s  fo r th i s  ran g i ng f rom ran dom 
s amp l i ng met hods  by the  U FO phenomena , to a 
soc i o l og i ca l /psycho l og i ca l  cause . On l y  
t i me w i 1 1 t e 1 1 • 

He re f i n i s hes  o u r  b r i ef v i ew o f  t he 
phenomen a i n  Aus t ra l i a .  Nex t , we w i l l  
exam i ne i nve s t i ga t i on met hod s . 

I N V E S T I G A T I O N 

The s ubj ect o f  i nves t i g a t i on i n to t he 
U F O  phenomena  i n  Aus t ra l i a  i s  i nva r i ab l y  
t i ed  u p  w i th t h e  h i s to ry o f  Aus t ra l i an 
resea rch o rgan i s a t i on s . Look i ng back , 
f rom my v i ewpo i n t  i n  1 9 82 , ove r a s t ret ch 
o f  30 yea rs ,  a s  oppo s ed to my own 1 3  yea r s  
of  i nvo l vemen t ,  the  s to ry o f  g roups  he re 
i s  a 1 i t t l e  ha rd to  u n rave l . W i t h t h i s  
res e rva t i on noted I w i l l  p re s s  on . 

Edga r J a r ro l d  o f  Sydney began  the 
"Au s t ra l i an F l y i ng S a u ce r B u reau"  (AF S B )  i n  

1 95 1  a f t e r  s i ght i ng two s t range fa s t  mov i n g 
ye l l ow l i gh t s  i n  t he s ky ove r Fa i r f i e l d .  
Qu i te a few peop l e  i n te res ted i n  U FO act i v i ­
ty a t  t h a t  t i me j o i ned the  Bu reau wh i ch 
fun c t i oned between 1 95 1  a n d  1 955 . Two pe r­
sona l i t i es i nvo l ved i n  these ea r l y days 
we re a ret i red bank  o ff i ce r , Go rdon De l l e r 
and  accoun tan t An d rew Thomas who h ad wr i t ten  
a book i n  1 9 35  t i t l ed ' 'The P l aneta ry 
Doc t r i ne" . 

I n  Ma r ch , 1 954 , a l et te r  was rece i ved by 
J a r ro l d i nv i t i ng t he AFSB to a con fe rence 
on U FOs  to be he l d  i n  Me l bou rne w i th t he 
Roya l Aus t ra l i an A i r Fo r ce ( RAAF ) . At  th i s  
con fe rence J a r ro l d  met w i t h  a n  o f f i ce r  o f  
the  RAAF fo r one and  a h a l f  hou rs . The 
"Aus t ra l i an F l y i ng Sauce r  Rev i ew" (AFS R )  
commen t i ng many  yea rs  l a te r on  t he meet i ng 
s t a ted : " l t  became c l ea r  d u r i ng t he one 
and a h a l f  hou r  i n t e rv i ew t h a t  the  RAAF 
kept a n  open m i n d  on t he pos s i b i l i ty of  
approaches to Earth  by ext ra- te r re s t r i a l  
c ra f t  ( 9 ) " .  

I n  t he mea n t i me ,  i n  Sou t h  Aus t ra l i a  
du r i ng 1 9 53 , F red  S tone s t a r ted the  "Au s t ­
ra l i a n  F l y i ng Sauce r  C l ub"  (AFS C )  wh i ch 
commen ced a s  a sma l l l oca l s tate  g roup  b u t  
l a t e r  j o i ned w i t h  J a r ro l d a s  a s tate  b ranch 
o f  t he AFS B .  I n  V i c to r i a  a g roup was fo rm­
ed ca l l ed t he "Aus t ra l i an F l y i ng S auce r  
I nves t i ga t i on Comm i t tee" (AFS I C ) .  Th i s  
o rgan i s a t i on i nves t i ga ted the  1 9 54 f l ap i n  
that  s ta t e , t hen f aded away du r i ng 1 95 5 .  

I n  1 95 5  J a r ro l d res i gned h i s  pos t a s  
D i recto r o f  t he A F S B  a n d  handed t he runn i ng 
of  t h i s  o rg an i sa t i on ove r to And rew Thomas 
and  Dav i d  Moo re . The re-organ i s at i on o f  
t he Bu rea u wa s a s s i s ted b y  S tone who i n  the 
mean t i me had  changed t he n ame of  h i s  g roup  
to t he "Aus t ra l i an F l y i ng Sauce r  Res ea rch 
Soc i ety"  (AFS RS ) . 

The ava i l ab l e  h i s t o ry gets  a 1 i t t l e  b i t 
c l oudy he re and  I re l y  to a l a rge extent  on 
the reco rds of  the  magaz i ne "Au s t ra l i an 
Sa uce r Reco rd" (ASR)  ed i ted by F red Stone 
wh i ch was b i l l ed as  the  "Of f i c i a l  o rgan  of  
t he AFS RS" . Vo l ume 1 ,  Numbe r 2 ,  of  th i s  
magaz i ne was dated Second Qua rter  1 9 55 and , 
there fo re , s ugge s t s  the  AFS RS was def i n i te­
l y  a goe r by the beg i nn i ng o f  1 95 5 . 

Some i n s i gh t  i n to  t he be l i ef s  o f  these 
ea r l y  i nves t i gators  i s  d e r i ved f rom the 
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pub l i c  re l a t i on s  pape rwo r k  on t he rea r cove r 
o f  t he AS R wh i eh read : 1 1The AFS RS was form­
ed to i nves t i ga t e  a n d  en co u rage resea rch i n ­
to the  s ubj ect of  F l y i ng Sa uce r s  and  i n t e r­
p l a n e t a ry phenomena , to  rece i ve a l l repo r t s  
o f  s u ch phenomena  a n d  t o  eva l ua te each i n ­
t e l l i ge n t l y  on  i t s own me r i t s and  t o  d i s ­
s em i n ate  ava i l ab l e  i n fo rma t i on to membe rs 
and t hose  of  the pub l i c  who a re s i n ce re l y  
i n t e res ted . 

The AFS RS a ppea rs  to have been q u i te we l l  
o rg an i sed fo r i t s t i me .  l t  had  i t s own re­
po rt  fo rm , l ect u re s  by s u ch peop l e  a s  Ke i t h 
C a rt r i gh t  who des c r i bed how to t ake az i mu t h  
a n d  e l eva t i on ang l e  read i ng s . The AFS RS 
a l so d i s cu s sed s u ch top i cs a s  1 1A re Sa uce rs  
Manmade 1 1 ?  

Re-o rgan i s a t i on o f  the AFSB  was fo r a 
wh i l e ach i eved by t he g roup be i ng a New 
Sou th  Wa l es ( N SW)  b ranch of  the AFS RS . 
Howeve r ,  some t i me i n  1 956 , t he NSW b ran ch 
adopted t h e  new n ame of  1 1 U FO I nves t i ga t i on 
Cen t re • • ( UFO I C ) and  w i t h s u ch pe rsons  a s  
D r  M .  L i n d t ne r ,  F .  Ph i 1 1  i ps ,  T .  Dut ton , 
J .  Ma t a s i n ,  J .  Thoma s a n d  T .  Homa n , U FO I C  
took o f f  a s  a new v i ab l e  g roup . 

Th i s  b reak w i th  the  AFS RS came a f t e r  a 
d i s pu t e  ove r whe the r to i n c l ude t he re l i g i ­
ous  approa ch a s  we l l  a s  o t h e r  i s s ue s . 

Meanwh i l e ,  a l so a round  th i s  pe r i od , a 
g roup  ca l l i ng i t se l f t he • • I n t e rp l aneta ry 
G roup  of Tasma n  i a • • was i n  ex i s tence b u t  
became de fun ct i n  1 9 5 7 .  Un fo r t un a t e l y , I 
have been unab l e  to  f i nd any i n fo rma t i on 
a bou t t hem . Pe rhaps t he i r t i t l e s peaks  o f  
the i r be l i e fs . 

Fo l l ow i ng t he dem i se of  the  AFS I C  i n  
V i ct o r i a ,  a g roup o f  con ce rned peop l e  
ga t he red a round  a Mr  R . M .  Fo r i am i n  that  
s t a te and  i n  l a te  1 956 we re v i s i ted by  the 
AFS RS P re s i dent  F red S tone . A V i c to r i an 
b ra n ch o f  the AFS RS wa s t hen  fo rmed . La te r ,  
fo l l ow i ng yet  anot he r d i s pute  ove r app roa ch ­
es  to  t he s ubj ect , t h e  V i cto r i an b ran ch 
became a n  i n dependen t o rgan i s a t i on ca l l ed 
t he • •V i cto r i an F l y i ng Sauce r  Resea rch 
Soc i ety • • ( V FS RS ) . 

By 1 9 5 7  g roups  ca l l ed t he 1 1 Pe r t h  U F O  
Res e a rch  G roup • • ( PU FO RG )  and  t h e  • •Quee n s  l an d  
F l y i ng S a uce r Resea rch B u reau • • ( QF S RB )  -
bot h  a ppa ren t l y  s ta rted  by Go rdon De l l e r ­
we re o f f  and  go i ng .  

2 8  

U FO I C  was gathe r i ng s t rength  by 1 957  
a n d  became a ct i ve d u r i ng the  yea rs  1 95 7  to  
1 959 co l l ect i ng and  documen t i ng Aus t ra l i an 
repo r t s . 

The yea r 1 9 59 s aw the es t ab l i s hmen t  o f  
a Da rw i n  B ra n ch o f  the  AFS RS , whose  d u ra t i on 
of  ex i s tence rema i ns a mys te ry to th i s  au­
t ho r .  I t  i s  ev i den t , howeve r ,  t hat  w i th  
the maj o r i ty  o f  the  Aus t ra l i an popu l a t i on 
l i v i ng i n  coa s ta l towns and c i t i es ,  repo rt s  
we re com i ng ma i n l y  f rom , a n d  be i ng i nves t i ­
gated by , s ub u rban , o r  nea r s ub u rban , peop l e . 

The f i r s t  Aus t ra l i an U FO con ven t i on was 
he l d  i n  Ade l a i de between Decembe r 2 8 , and 
Decembe r 30 , 1 959 , w i th the  Reve ren d  B .  G i l l  
( ma i n  pe rc i p i en t  of  the  Bo i na i  C E 3 K) a s  
gues t s peake r . Conven t i on s ubj ec t s  we re 
d i v i ded i n to th ree a reas , ( a )  the va l i d i ty 
and  va l ue of  con tactee s to r i es ,  ( b )  the 
va l ue of  the psych i c  and rea l i s t i c  app roa ch ­
es , a n d  ( c )  t he reason and  the pu rpose  o f  
the U FO v i s i t a t i on s . About  200 peop l e  
a t ten ded t he con fe re n ce and  i t  can be seen 
by these s ec t i on head i ng s  j u s t  whe re the 
i n t e res t s  o f  the  e ra l ay .  

Recapp i ng t hen , i n  1 959 t he re we re a t  
l ea s t  AFS RS , U FO I C ,  V FS RS , QFS RB an d PU FORG 
i n  a ct i on .  Each o f  t hese  o rgan i sa t i on s  had  
a fa i r l y  s i m i l a r i n te rna l soc i a l  s t ruct u re 
of  p re s i de n t , sec reta ry , s i ght i ng s  o f f i ce r  
e t c .  and a s i m i l a r a p p roach to i nves t i ga t i ng 
repo r t s , a l though some had dec i ded re l i g i ous  
ove rtones . 

By ea r l y  1 962 Fred S tone had res i gned as  
p res i den t o f  the AFS RS and  by Feb r ua ry 1 96 3 
had  erne rged a s  ed i to r  of • • u FO Phenomena  i n  
Aus t ra l  i a • •  p rod uct i ons  wh i ch s ub s eq uen t l y  
l ed to the unve i l i ng of  1 1 Un i den t i f i ed F l y i ng 
Obj ect s  Phenomena  I nves t i ga t i on Aus t ra l i a • •  
( U FOP I A) a s  a new Sou t h  Aus t ra l i an g roup . 

These  o rgan i sa t i on s  b ased on a s tate  
l eve l con t i n ued to f l ou r i s h  and  i nves t i gate  
ma i n l y a l ong  s c i en t i f i c  1 i nes  b u t  i n c l uded 
a good dea l of  soc i a l  s ty l e  even t s  i n  the i r 
act i v i t i es .  Howeve r ,  wha t was m i s s i ng was 
a n a t i ona l p i c t u re .  The re was j us t  no co­
o rd i na t i on or coun t ryw i de a cces s to repo r t s  
o n  a common bas i s .  Var i ou s  magaz i nes  we re 
bo rn , l i ved and  d i ed .  W i th  these magaz i ne s  
came a l i t t l e  s ha r i ng o f  i n forma t i on a t  
va r i ous  t i mes , b u t  the re was a l so a den i a l  
to s h a re a t  o t h e r  t i me s . The rea son s fo r 
th i s  den i a l appea r va r i ed t hough pe rsona l i ty 
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d i f fe re n ces p redom i n a te i n  add i t i on t o  t he 
d i ffe ren t app roaches adopted by va r i ous  
g roups  and  i nd i v i d ua l s .  

One a t tempt , a t  l ea s t , was a c t ua l l y  made 
to fo rm a s i ng l e  un i ted res ea rch body . A 
g roup  ca l l ed "Commonwea l t h Ae r i a l  Phenomena  
I nves t i ga t i on O rgan i s a t i on "  ( CAP I O ) res u l ted  
f rom a U F O  con fe ren ce convened by the  Ba l ­
l a ra t  As t ronom i ca l  Soc i ety  i n  1 965 . CAP I O  
was fo rmed to dea l w i t h  t h e  gove rnme n t  and  
pub l i c  u s i ng one vo i ce .  The o rg a n i s a t i on 
began i n  t he r i gh t  s p i r i t b u t  d ue to i n t e r ­
n a l d i ffe re n ces , ma i n l y  pe rsona l i t i es ,  i t  
neve r rea l l y  got go i ng and  hence fo l ded . 

I n  1 966 a n ew Tasman i an g roup  wa s fo rmed 
ca l l ed "Ta sman i a n UFO I nves t i ga t i on Cen t re" 
( T U FO I C ) wh i ch was based i n  Hob a r t .  

Then i n  1 96 7  "Un i den t i f i ed Phenomena  
I nves t i ga t i on Aus t ra l i a  ( U P I A) - not  to be  
con fused  w i t h  U FOP I A  - fo rmed i n  Sou t h  
Au s t ra l i a  out  of  membe rs  o f  AFS RS . U P I A  
d i d  not  l a s t  ve ry l on g . 

I n  1 96 8  anot h e r  g roup , b u t  one w i t h a 
d i ffe ren ce , was founded  i n  South  Aus t ra l i a  
by V l ad i m i r God i c  a n d  C ry s t a l  Wa l sh .  Th i s  
g roup , n amed U FO Res ea r ch , h ad ve ry de f i n ­
i te i deas  a bout  app l y i ng s c i en t i f i c  met hod 
to  t he s ubj ect and a l so of  runn i ng the  
o rgan i sa t i on a l on g  b us i nes s l i nes , as  
opposed to  the then  ex i s t i ng c l ub s t ructu red 
o rgan i sa t i on s . 

Lat e r  i n  Sou t h  Aus t ra l i a ,  d u r i ng 1 9 7 1 , 
the  ' 'Ae r i a 1 Phenomena  Resea rch G roup • • (APRG )  
was  fo rmed by th i s  author  and  D .  McCon ne l l .  
A l so  a t  t h i s  t i me "U FO Resea rch and  l nves t i ­
g a t  i on "  ( U FO R  I )  was beg un  by P .  Powe 1 1 .  I n  
1 9 72 t he " Spec i a l  Phenomena  an d Ce l es t i a l 
Res e a r ch Soc i ety"  ( S PAC E RS )  came i n to be i ng .  
So , a t  t h i s  t i me g roups  ex i s t i ng i n  Sou t h  
Aus t ra l i a  we re AFSRS , U F O P I A , U FO Resea rch , 
APRG , U FO R I and  S PAC E RS . 

I n  Aug u s t 1 9 73 , membe rs o f  the  AFS RS , 
APRG a n d  o t he r s  who we re con ce rned about 
t he fu t u re of i nves t i g a t i on s  i n  gene ra l , 
and  i n  Sout h  Aus t ra l i a  i n  pa r t i cu l a r ,  
me rged w i t h  U FO Resea rch . Th i s  en l a rged 
o rg a n i sa t i on i n t rod uced the pos i t i on s  of 
Co-o rd i na t o r  and L i a i son  O f f i ce r  to  bet te r 
cope w i t h  i n fo rma t i on dema n d s  and  resea rch 
n eed s . Th i s  s t r u ct u re , a l on g  b us i n e s s  
l i nes , w a s  ve ry much con s i s te n t  w i t h 
V l ad i m i r God i c ' s 1 96 8  t h i n k i ng .  l t  can be 

s a i d  t h a t  w i t h i n  Aus t ra l i a ,  U FO Resea rch 
was t he f i rs t resea rch g roup fo r i t  con ­
cen t ra ted on  i nves t i ga t i on and  resea rch 
as  i t s f i rs t p r i o r i ty .  

He rea fte r n ame changes fo l l owed a s  o t h e r  
g roups  a l so i n te res ted i n  app l y i ng s c i en t i ­
f i c  me thod s re t i t l ed thems e l ves a cco rd i ng l y .  
QFS RB became QFS RS a n d  t hen U FO Resea rch 
( Queens l an d ) , U FO I C  became UFO Rese a r ch 
( New Sou t h  Wa l es ) , e t c . 

Go i ng back to 1 972 - i n  New Sou t h  Wa l es 
t he g roup  "Cen t ra l  Coas t  U FO Resea rch 
B u reau" wa s formed by H .  G r i esbe rg a n d  
D .  Owe n . 

Fo l l ow i ng the  e s t ab l i shme n t  o f  the 
Cen t re fo r U FO S t ud i es i n  Ame r i ca and 
a v i s i t  to  Aus t ra l i a  by J .  A l l en Hynek 
i n  1 9 74 a n  Aus t ra l i an Co-o rd i na t i on 
Sect i on (ACOS )  fo r t he Cen t re was founded 
by Ha r ry G r i e s b e rg and Dav i d  Sea rge n t  
i n  Gos fo rd ,  N SW .  O t h e r  g roups j o i ned  w i th  
ACOS  i n  an a t t empt to co-o rd i nate  and  d i s ­
sem i n a te i n fo rma t i on .  

I n  1 9 77  U FO Resea rch ( Fa r  No r t h  Queens ­
l an d )  fo rmed , so , a t  th i s  t i me the fo l l ow­
i ng g roups we re a l so i n  ex i s tence : U FO 
Resea rch ( Queen s l and ) , U FO Resea rch ( Cen t ra l  
Coas t ) , U F O  Resea rch ( New South  Wa l es ) , 
VUFORS , T U FO I C , U FO Resea rch ( South  Aus t ­
r a l i a ) a n d  U FO Resea rch (Wes tern Au s t r a l i a ) . 
Many of  these  o rgan i s a t i on s  adop ted a s i m­
i l a r  i n te rna l s t ruct u re and  s ty l e  of  th i n k­
i ng to t h a t  o f  U FO Resea rch ( SA) . 

ACOS rep resen t i ng CU FOS was es t ab l i s hed 
to channe l Aus t ra l i an repo r t s  to C UFOS i n  
the  U . S . A . , howeve r ,  g roups re ta i ned the i r 
i ndependen ce . 

Ann ua l con fe ren ces h ave been he l d  by 
ACOS s i n ce 1 9 75 ,  and have gathered Aus t ­
ra l i an  resea rche rs  toget he r ,  generat i ng a 
vas t  amoun t of i n te re s t i ng resea rch wo rk  
w i th a g rea t dea l o f  th i s  fa i thfu l l y  re­
co rded  i n  the  ACOS Bu l l et i n .  

Sen s i ng the  need to concen t rate  mo re on 
resea rch i n to the subj ect and l ess  on t he 
actua l d i s sem i n a t i on of  i n fo rma t i on ,  wh i ch 
had by t h i s  t i me been taken up by the  ACO S  
Bu l l et i n  and  U FO RAN , g roups  began t o  change . 
U FO Resea r ch ( SA) cea sed to have assoc i a te 
membe rs i n  1 9 80 a n d  was fo l l owed sho rt l y  
the reaf te r by U FO Resea rch ( NSW) . 
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THE UFO PHENONENA AND ITS INVESTIGATION BY UFO GROUPS WITHIN AUSTRAUA 

The re has  rece n t l y  been a wo r l d-w i de 
sw i ng towa rds t he be t t e r document a t i on of  
U FO repo rt s , and  the i nvo l vemen t o f  mo re 
and  mo re p rofes s i on a l s i n  t he s ubj ect . I n  
recogn i t i on o f  th i s  ACOS  changed i t s n ame 
to "The Aus t ra l i an Cen t re fo r U FO S t u d i es"  
(ACUFO S )  i n  J an u a ry 1 9 80 ,  a n d  t he ACOS  
B u l l e t i n  became the "AC U FO S  Jou rna l " . 
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4 )  " H i s to r i c a l  Repo r t s  in Aus t ra l i a "  part 1 ,  w .  Chd l k e r  
ACUJ-'OS J o u n 1 a l Vol . 2  No . 1  p . l 5 .  

Kei th Bas terfi el d 

Bo rn i n  1 9 50 and  
ra i sed  i n  the m i d­
d l e  of  Eng l an d , 
Ke i th ' s  ea r l y  yea rs  
we re s pen t on the 
move becau se h i s  
pa ren t s  changed 
hous e s  seve r a l  
t i mes . 

At the age o f  1 0 , 
and  s u ffe r i ng f rom 
as thma wh i ch kept 
h i m  up  a t  n i g h t , 
Ke i t h  deve 1 oped two · 

i n t e res t s - f i rs t l y  read i ng books  and  sec­
ond l y  a s t ronomy . H i s  f i r s t  a s t ronom i ca l  
reco l l ec t i on i s  o f  gaz i ng a t  the Moon and  
s t udy i ng the fea t u res v i s i b l e  to the  naked 
eye . Ke i t h ' s  hobby was a s s i s ted by l i v i ng 
i n  a sma l l coun t ry v i l l age of  8 hou ses , one 
te l ephone box , one b us a week and 1 75 dog s ! 
The a i r  wa s except i on a l l y  c l ea r , w i t h 
exce 1 1  e n t  ' ' see i ng" . Th i s  i n te res t i n  a s t ro­
nomy h a s  neve r l e ft  Ke i t h whose  o t he r re­
co l l e ct i on s  a re of  wak i ng up at 4 a . m . to 
s t udy even t s  i nvo l v i ng the s a t e l l i tes of  
J up i te r  wh i l e s t and i ng i n  a me t re o f  s now 
and  o f  wa i t i ng ,  i n  va i n ,  a l l n i g h t  fo r the  
come t l keya - Sek i to pas s  ove r i n  1 96 5 . 
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The a i m  of ACUFO S  wa s a l so changed f rom 
be i ng a feede r to t he U . S .  to that  of  p ro­
mot i ng Aus t ra l i an resea rch i n to the  top i c . 

I f  one cou l d  s umma r i se t he p resen t 
pos i t i on one wou l d  s ay that  we a re mo re 
t ha n  eve r now at tempt i ng to l i f t t he i n ­
ves t i ga t i on and resea rch of  U FOs  to the 
rea l m  of  a sc i en ce . 

5 )  PSR Vo l . 2 2 No . 5  p . l S .  

6 )  "The V i c to r i an UFO Repo r t  1 9 5 4 . A Comp i l a t ion o f  

Repo r t s  f rom t h e  V i c to r i an P re s s " ,  H .  F i scher & L .  
B r i s to l , 1 � 7 8 . 

7 )  " He ra ld "  Me l bourne , .J anuary 5 ,  1 9 54 . 

B )  A S R  Vo l . B  No . 4  p . l .  

9 )  AFSR No . B  p . 30 ,  J une , 1 9 6 5 . 

KEI TH BASTERFIELD 

Ke i th ' s  i n te res t i n  a s t ronomy l ed h i m to 
read a few books on U FOs wh i ch a l mos t  cau s ­
ed h i m to abandon the  s ubj ect a s  obv i ous l y  
"n u t ty" . Howeve r ,  J acque Va l l ee ' s books 
came to t h e  rescue and Ke i th began to see 
a con f l i c t be tween h i s  a s t ronom i ca l  know­
l edge and UFO accoun t s . 

I n  1 96 7  a b i g  U FO f l ap occu r red i n  t he 
U . K . wh i ch l ed Ke i th to deve l op a g row i ng 
i n te res t i n  t he s ubj ect . Howeve r ,  a t  th i s  
t i me Ke i t h and h i s  fam i l y  moved to Aus t ­
ra l i a  whe re t hey have l i ved eve r s i n ce .  

S t u dy i ng fo r ma t r i cu l a t i on and  then a 
B . S c .  deg ree a t  Ade l a i de Un i ve rs i ty took 
up  the  next coup l e  of yea rs of Ke i th ' s  l i fe ,  
howeve r ,  fate  i n t e rvened and he "bombed out" 
at  un i ve rs i ty and  began wo rk w i th  t he Aus t ­
ra l i an  Pos t  Off i ce a s  a c l e rk .  

F rom 1 972 to 1 9 76 Ke i t h became act i ve l y  
i nvo l ved w i th l oca l U FO g roups and  s pe n t  
h i s  t i me t rekk i ng a l l ove r Sout h  Aus t ra l i a ,  
and i n te rs t ate , i nves t i ga t i ng U FO repo rt s . 
He tot a l l ed hund reds of  i n t e rv i ews i n  th i s  
way and  a cq u i red h i s  ba ckg round  i n  i nves t i ­
gat i on techn i ques . H i s  t rave l s ranged f rom 
Ca i rn s i n  Queens l an d  to north-ea s t e rn Tas ­
man i a .  Du r i ng h i s  wande r i ngs  Ke i t h hea rd  



some except i on a l s to r i es and  had some 
un u s ua l  expe r i en ce s , howeve r ,  we have space 
fo r on l y  one : Ke i t h and  a n  as soc i a t e  f rom 
Ade l a i de took a ho l i day i n  Queen s l an d  to 
pu r s ue an i n t r i gu i ng s to ry of  a "ca twoman "  
s upposed l y  seen  b y  a m i ne r  i n  a remote  a rea 
of  fo res t nea r Ca i rn s . Afte r be i ng wa rned 
t h a t  the m i ne r  wou l d  shoo t  on s i g h t  Ke i th 
and  h i s  f r i end  d rove a n d  wa l ked to the  
m i ne r ' s  camp on l y  to h ave the  s to ry fa l l  
to p i e ce s  when so i nves t i ga ted . 

H umou r?  Yes , Ke i t h s ay s  t h e re ' s  h umou r 
wh i l s t  i nves t i ga t i ng .  The re wa s an occas i on 
whe n  he  wa l ked a c ros s a paddock a t  2 a . m .  
i n  t he dese rted  f l a p a rea o f  C l a re ,  Sou t h  
Aus t ra l i a ,  a n d  w a s  s u rp r i sed  to  hea r a 
s udden cough nea rby . A q u i ck f l ash  of  
to rch l i gh t  ca ught  a pa i r  of  s h i ny eyes 
j us t  above t he g round  wh i ch t u rned out to 
be a s heep ! 

Ke i th ma r r i ed i n  1 9 76 a n d  con t i n ued  to 
l i ve i n  Ade l a i de ,  Sou th Aus t ra l i a ,  w i t h h i s  
w i fe J an e . 

Th rough the yea r s  Ke i th h a s  ma i n t a i ned  
h i s  a s so c i a t i on w i th  U FO Resea r ch ( SA)  i n ­
ves t i ga t i ng repo r t s  and  a c t i ng a t  va r i ous  
t i mes  a s  resea r ch o f f i ce r ,  co-o rd i na t o r  
and  l i a i son  o f f i ce r w i th t h i s  o rgan i s a t i on .  

I n  1 9 79 when Dav i d  Sea rge n t  w i thd rew f rom 
ACU FOS Ke i t h wa s i nv i ted  to j o i n  H a r ry 
G r i esbe rg a s  an  ACU FO S  Co-o rd i na to r  an d 
he  a ccepted  th i s  pos i t i on .  

Ove r t h e  yea rs Ke i t h has  been a f req uent  
con t r i b ut o r  to t he ACOS  B u l l et i n ,  ACUFOS  
Jou rna l ,  MUFON  Jou rna l an d U FO RAN . Art i c l es 
have a l so appea red i n  Canad i an ,  Eng l i s h ,  
Ame r i ca n  a n d  E u ropean magaz i nes  and  News­
l et te rs . I n  J u l y 1 9 8 1 , Ke i t h ' s  f i rs t  book 
' ' U FOs  - The I mage  Hypo t he s i s  - C 1 ose 
Encoon te rs  o f  an  Aus  t r a 1 i a n  K i n d" was pub-
1 i s hed .  Th i s  book ref l ect s  Ke i th ' s  deve l op­
i ng i n t e re s t  i n  the  pos s i b i l i t i es of  a 
psycho l og i ca l  app roach to t he s ubj ect . 

Ke i th ' s  cu r re n t  v i ewpo i n t on the  UFO  
phenomen a i s  t hat  a fte r a l l the con ven­
t i on a l causes have been removed f rom the 
s um tot a l o f  i n com i ng UFO  repo r t s , and  
a f t e r  the pe rcen t ag e  caused  by  psycho l og i ­
ca l and  othe r h uman re l a ted e f fect s  i s  
removed the re rema i n s a res i due ( a l be i t  
sma l l )  wh i ch i s  cu r ren t l y  i nexp l i cab l e .  
He i s  not , howeve r ,  comm i t ted to any  hy­
pot hes i s  to  exp l a i n  t h i s  res i due . 

Ke i th fee l s some u fo l og i s t s  need to 
" c l ean up" t he i r a c t . One shou l d  not s ay 
a case i s  s t i l l  good , no mat te r  how good 
i t  f i rs t  appea red , i f  a l og i ca l  exp l anat i on 
i s  foun d . S uch u fo l og i s t s  cannot  t a l k 
about gove rnmen t cove rups i f  they them­
se l ves cove rup exp l anat i on s . Ke i th 
be l i eves we need a much hea l t h i e r ,  open 
to a l l ,  deba t i ng fo r um than we h ave a t  
p resen t . He fee l s Aus t ra l i a n res ea rche rs 
have adopted an  a t t i t ude o f  p rofe s s i ona l i sm 
and po i n t s  to the  g rea t n umbe r o f  we l l re­
sea r ched a r t i c l es by fe l l ow Aus t ra l i an s  
appea r i ng i n  UFORAN and  va r i ous  ove rseas 
j o u r n a 1 s as  p roof of  t h i s . I n Au s t r a 1 i a 
co-ope ra t i on be tween resea rch o rgan i s a t i on s  
a n d  t he Aus t r a l i an Cen t re for U F O  S t ud i es 
i s  h i gh .  

When not resea rch i ng U FOs Ke i th ' s  othe r 
i n te re s t s  a re t i n ke r i ng w i t h h i s  Tan dy TRS-
80 m i c rocompute r ( ge t t i ng bea ten at ches s  
b y  an  a r t i f i c i a l i n te l l i gence ) , read i ng 
s c i en ce f i ct i on and  s py nove l s ,  s t amp 
col l ect i ng, and  t rave l l i ng ( Ke i t h and  h i s  
w i fe J ane  have v i s i ted t he wes t coa s t  o f  
U . S . A . , Hawa i i ,  F i j i a n d  New Zea l and of  
1 ate )  . 

Ke i th res i g ned f rom U FO Resea rch ( SA) i n  
1 9 8 1  to con ce n t ra te  on h i s  ACUFOS ro l e .  
H i s  fut u re p l ans  a re to he l p  ma ke the 
ach i eveme n t s  of  Aus t ra l i a n u fo l ogy we l l  
known i n  o t he r coun t r i es ,  and hope fu l l y  to 
persona l l y con t r i b u te to so l v i ng the U FO 
en i gma - Ke i th be l i eves a s o l ut i on i s  not 
too fa r away . l  

:=s 
Fred Wh iting o f  the Fund for UFO Res earch recent ly advised us that the " C itizens 

Agains t UFO Secrecy appealed the decis ion of a Federal appeals court permitting 

the National S e curity Agency to withhold 1 3 5  UFO documents to the u . s . Supreme 
Court ; howeve r ,  the court j ust two weeks ago decl ined to hear the cas e , al lowing 

the de cis ion of the lower court to s tand . Peter ( Gers ten ) is now suing the U . S .  Air Force 
for release of a number of UFO documents " . 
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referwa library 
ARCTURUS BOOK SERVICE 

1 1 1 9 82 U FO L I TE RATU RE R E F E R E N C E  GU I DE & CATA LOG 1 1  

(Revi ewed by Vl adimi r Godi c) 

The comp rehen s i ve 45 page 1 1 1 9 82 UFO  L i te ra t u re Refe ren ce Gu i de & C a t a l og 1 1 con t a i n s ma te r i a l  
to s u i t  every t a s te : 

Fo r t he co l l e c to r  t h e re a re ra re f i rs t ed i t i on s  and  a utog raphed ed i t i on s  of  many s ca rce 
books . 

Fo r t he a ct i ve re sea rche r t h e re i s  a wea l t h of d i f f i cu l t to ob t a i n  mat e r i a l  t h a t  i s  a 
c re d i t  to  Bob G i ra rd ' s  resou rce fu l ne s s . 

Fo r t hose pu rs u i ng t he pos s i b i l i ty of a l i en s  among u s , and  o t h e r  h i dden my s te r i es ,  
t he re i s  a b road c ros s - s e c t i on to d raw on . 

Fo r t hose of  you who a re ba rga i n  h un t e rs t h e re i s  g rea t s a t i s fact i on to be de r i ved f rom 
t h i s  ca t a l og and  man y  do l l a rs  to be s aved when dea l i ng w i t h  ARCTU RU S . 

As I men t i oned i n  t h e  p rev i ous  ed i t i on of U FO RAN t h e  ' ' 1 9 82 U FO L i te rat u re Re fe ren ce 
G u i de & C a t a l og 1 1  i s  ext reme l y  rea sonab l y  p r i ced a t  $ US 3 . 50 ( a i r ma i l )  to non -Ame r i ca n s  
and $ U S  2 . 50 ( f i rs t c l a s s  ma i l ) to Ame r i cans . 

Pu rch ase  o f  t h i s  ca t a l og en t i t l es you to f ree mon t h l y  ca t a l og upda tes . The f i rs t 
1 9 82 1 1 U pda te 1 1 , fo r examp l e ,  l i s t ed 1 1 9 new l y acq u i re d pub l i ca t i on s . 

To pu rcha se  th i s  h i gh l y recommended ca ta l og and  add i t i on a l f ree s e rv i ces fo rwa rd you r 
name , add res s  a n d  rem i t t a n ce ( US mon i es )  to : A rct u r us  Book Se rv i ce ,  1 6 3 N .  Ba l l s ton Ave , 
S cot i a , N . V . , 1 2 3 0 2 , U . S . A . 

AUSTRAL I AN BOOKS ON UFOs 
(Revi ewed by Mark Moravec) 

PART 4 - F I NAL 

Over the Years , a number of Australian books on UFOs have been Published. The books , whi ch 

va rY �reatiY in quality , are brieflY reviewed below. 

THE DEVI L ' S MER I D I AN bY Kevin Kil leY and GarY Leste r. SYdneY: Leste r-Townsend , 1980, The 
title refers to Bass St rait , the scene <so say the authors> of manY unusual disaPPearan ces 
of aircraft , shiPs and PeoP l e. A thorou�h covera�e is �iven to the Va l entich disaPPearance 
of October , 1978 . As most PeoP l e  inte rested in the UFO subj ect would now be aware , the 
Youn� Pilot rePorted a stran�e obj ect "hoverin�" above him , shortlY before he and his Plane 
vanished. Countless sPe c ulations followed , ran�in� from Pilot disorientation , hoax , suicide 
to abd u ction bY an UFO. The case is likelY to remain unresolved so I on� as no traces of 
the aircraft and its Pilot are found. The authors benefit f rom the ufolo�ical coll1TlunitY ' s 
more rational dis cussions of the Valenti ch case , but at other times disPlaY a naive and 
un critical attitude to the UFO subj ect. I n  sull1Tlary , a �ood ac count of the Va l enti ch case 
but a Poor attemPt at creatin� a "Bass Strait Trian�le". 
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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF AN AUSTRALIAN KIND bY Ke i t h  Bast e rf ield. SYdneY: Reed, 1981. One of 

Austral ia ' s foremost UFO researchers advances a hYPothesis to exPl a in cert a in c l ose encoun­

ters w i t h  UFO Ph enomena • B r iefly, t h e aut hor su��ests t hat manY UFO ent itY rePorts, i.e. 

close encounters of t h e  t h ird kind, are inst ances of hYPnoPomP i c  and hYPna�o�i c  ima�erY. 

The hYPnoPomP i c  st a t e  is t h e st a t e  between sleeP and wakefulness and sleeP . PsYcholo� ists 

research in� t h ese st a t es of mind have fo und t h a t  many subj ects rePo rt exPerienc in� s ubj ec­

t i ve ima�erY ran� in� from simPle flashes of l i�h t to comPlex v isual scenes . The a u t hor 

Presents a conv inc in� c ase t h a t t he same PsYcholo� i cal Process maY be involved in many 

of t he st ran�e r UFO rePort s .  The book includes a catalo�ue of nea rlY 350 close encounter 

cases . H i�h iY recommended . 

PUB L I CATI ONS AVA I LABLE FROM THE AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR UFO STUD I ES :  

TWO NEW Pl.-SL I CAT I ONS A RE  NOW AVA I LABLE FR OM  THE CENTRE AND ORDERS ARE NOW BE I NG TAKEN . THE TWO NEW DOCUMENTS ARE : 

D 1 3  "WHO ' S  WHO I N  AUSTRALAS I AN UFOLOGY" COMP I LED BY JOHN PRYTZ OF CANBERRA . A 32 PAGE REV I EW OF AUSTRALAS I AN  UFOLOG I STS , 
PROV I D I NG B I OGRAPH I CAL DETA I LS ,  POS I T I ON STATEMENTS AND CONTACT ADDRESSES . S AUST 4 .  

D 1 4  "PS I UFOLOG I CAL PHENOMENA" B Y  MARK MORAVEC O F  SYDNEY . A 1 35 PAGE STUDY O F  CASES WH I CH  STRADDLE THE BORDERL INES OF 

CLASS I C  UFO CASES AND PSYCH I C  EVENTS . AN I NDEPTH REV I EW OF POSS IBLE MECHAN I SMS AND ALTERNAT I VE HYPOTHESES . AN 
AUSTRAL I AN CATALOGUE IS I NCLUDED . A MUST FOR ALL SER I OUS RESEARCHERS . $ AUST 1 5 .  

ORDER FROM : ACUFOS , PO BOX 546 ,  GOSFORD NSW 2 2 5 0 , AUSTAL I A .  ( AUSTRAL I AN MON I ES PLEASE ) .  

DOCUMENTS AND TECHN I CAL PAPERS AVAI LABLE FROM GROUND SAUCER WATCH , I Nc . U . S . A .  

( PART 5 )  

MANY OF THESE DOCUMENTS ARE THE RESULT OF LEGAL ACT I ON AND THE FREEDOM OF I NFORMAT I ON ( ACT I ON )  AGA I NST T HE  U . S .  GOVERN­
MENT AND M I L I TARY AGENC I ES .  THE T I TLES DF SOME O F  THESE DOCUMENTS MAY B E  FAM I L I AR ,  ALTHOUGH THE I R  AVA I L AB I L I TY HAS 

BEEN ALMOST NON-EX I STENT TO THE PUBL I C  AND MED I A .  WE CONS I DER THESE DOCUMENTS I MPORTANT TO ANYONE W I SH I NG TO UNDERSTAND 
THE H I STORY OF THE UFO PHENOMENON . 

TECI-f\J I CAL PAPERS 

A2 6 I NFORMATION RETR IEVALS: A CA5E FOR UFO COYER-VP • • .  BY W . H . SPAUL D I NG ,  D I RECTOR OF GSW . 1 0  PAGES REPORT I NG ON 

THE EARLY ASSESSMENT OF THE UFO DOCUMENTS RETR I EVED BY THE GSW LAWSU I T  AGA I NST THE C I A  - S US 2 . 0 0 POSTAGE PA I D .  

A2 7 WHY UFO RE5EARCH WILL FAIL - A CLOSE LOQK AT CAUSES AND EFfECTS • • •  BY W . H . SPAULD I NG ,  D I RECTOR OF GSW . 4 PAGES 

REPORT I NG ON ' PROBLEMS ' W I TH PRESENT DAY UFO RESEARCH AND SOME POSSI BLE SOLUT I ONS .  $ US 1 . 00 POSTAGE PA I D .  

A2 8 AN INITIAL EYALUATIQN OF THE UfO EXPERIENCE AND 8LECTRO-MAGNETIC EFFECTS CEMEl 1945 - 1963 . • •  BY ROBERT G .  

HOWARD , ASSOC I ATE D I RECTOR O F  GSW-WESTERN D I V I S I ON .  MR HOWARD I S  A COMPUTER SC I ENT I ST FOR HONEYWELL . T HE  PAPER 
COVERS THE EFFECTS AND AFFECTS OF EME ON VEH I CLES AND W I TNESSES I NVOLVED IN A CLOSE ENCOUNTER W I TH THE UFO PHEN­
OMENA . THI RTY-E I GHT ( 38 )  PAGES OF DATA , COMPUTER I SED FOR EASY CROSS REFERENCE . $ US 5 . 00 PLUS $ US 0 . 50 FOR 
POSTAGE . 

A29 UFOLOGY AND THE piGITAL COMPuTER - A LESSQN IN EVALUATION OF UfO SECQNQARY EV IQENCE . . •  BY W . H .  SPAULD I NG ,  

D I RECTOR O F  GSW-WESTERN D I V I S I ON .  MR SPAULD I NG I S  A QUAL I TY CONTROL ENG I NEER WORK I NG FOR T HE  PAST F I FTEEN 

YEARS IN AEROSPACE . TH I S  PAPER COVERS THE MAT I NG OF SPACEAGE ADVANCED SCANN ING DEV I SES , AS A V I ABLE ANALYSES 

TOOL IN UFO P I CTOR I AL EV I DENCE . THE PAPER I NCLUDES N I NE ( 9 )  COLOR AND B/W PHOTOGRAPHS DEP I CT I NG  A COMPUTER I ZED 

ENHANCEMENT EVALUAT I ON  OF TH I S  SEGMENT OF THE UFO MYSTERY . $ US 5 . 0 0 PLUS $ US 0 . 50 POSTAGE . 

A30 PSYCHQLOGICAL/PHYSIOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF UfO ENCOVNTERS . • .  PREPARED BY LESTER STEWARD . MR STEWARD I S  A CONSULTANT 

TO MUFON/GSW/CUFOS . THE PAPER COVERS THE OCCUPANT S I GHT I NG AND THE PSYCHOLOG I CAL COMPL I CAT I ONS CONNECTED W I TH THE 

VEX I NG UFO PHENOMENA . GOOD READ I NG AND I NTEREST I NG Sl.-SJECT . $ US 1 . 50 PLUS $ US 0 . 2 5 POSTAGE . 

NOTE : $ US 1 1 . 00 FOR ALL THREE I TEMS ( MA2 8 ,  A29 , A30 ) IF ORDERED AT ONCE - POSTAGE PA I D .  

A 3 1  B A CK  I SSUES O F  THE GSW NEWS BVLLETIN • . .  I SSUES BACK TO 1 9 75 ( APR I L , AUGUST , DECEMBER ) $ US 1 . 0 0  POSTAGE PA I D  
( EACH I SSUE l .  

NOTE : ALL FORE I GN  �DERS MUST I NCLWE A I RMA I L  OR SURFACE POSTAGE ( U , S . MON I ES ONLY ) .  

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR ORDERS TO : GROUND SAUCER WATCH , I NC . , 1 32 3 8  N. 7TH DR I VE ,  PHOEN I X ,  AR I ZONA 85029 , U . S . A .  
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